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ery. This platform determines the wrongfulness | 
of chattel due as an institution everywhere, | 
for it cannot exist without a destruction of those | 
natural rights it declares to be inalienable. This | 
sentiment, anterior to July, 1776, pervaded the | 
discussions of the colonies, growing out of their || 

: i} 
relations to the mother country, and they clearly || 
saw that chattel slavery was inconsistent with it. || 
The colonies found it here in violation of that || 
just and cardinal maxim of civil government, || 
which, in 1776, they so truthfully, clearly, and | 
boldly announced to the world. So sensible was || 
Mr. Jefferson of this, that in his original draft of || 
the Declaration, he inserted as one of the causes || 
of complaint against the King of Great Britain, || 
that he had interposed his veto power to prevent || 
the colonies from suppressing by legislation ** this 
execrable commerce’’ in human beings. This 
was his language: 

‘Te has waged cruel war against human nature itself, 
violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the per- | 
sons ofa distant people who never offended him, captivating | 
and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to 
incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This | 
piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel Powers, is the | 
warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Determined || 
to keep a market where men should be bought and sold, he i] 
has at length prostituted his negative for suppressing any || 
legislative attempt to prohibit and restrain this execrable || 
commerce.”? | | 

I need not further quote from the writings of the || 
prominent men who inaugurated and carried for- | 
ward the Revolution to show that this sentiment 


| 
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Senator Mason, of Virginia, in adebate upon the 
President’s message, at this session, in the Senate, 
said: ‘**to prohibit any citizen or resident of the United 


it wherever they legally could, I refer to the act 
of March 22, 1794. The object of this law was 


“The opinion once entertained, certainly in my own 
State, by able and distinguished men and patriots, that the 
condition of African slavery was one more to be deplored 


* = f ° ° ° = 6 
States from equipping vessels, within the United 
States, carrying on trade or traffic in slaves to anys 
L foreign country.’’ (1 Wash. C.C. R. 522.) The 
than to be fostered, has undergone a change, and that the ean A melee a SR aseed May 10 
uniform, I might almost say universal, sentiment inmy own || N€Xt act to the same purport was biti May iV, 
State upon the subject of African bondage is, that it isa || 1800. This act extends the prohibitions of the 
blessing to both races, one to be encouraged, | herished, || act of 1794 to citizens of the United States in any 
and fostered; and to that extent, the opinion of Virginia is |) manner concerned in this kind of traffic, either by 
different from the opinion entertained by those distin- q = : rene 
guished men who have gone; but who, we believe—best personal service on board of American or foreign 
knowing their sentiments—if they lived at this day, would || vessels, wherever equipped, or to the owners of 
such vessels, citizens of the United States. 

Next in the order of time was the act of Feb- 
ruary 28, 1803." The object of this act was to pro- 
hibit the importation of negroes, mulattoes, or 
other persons of color, into any State which by 
law had prohibited or should prohibit the admis- 
sion or importation of such persons of color. The 


In impressive contrast with this sentiment, 
which, Senator Mason says, ** is the present opin- 
ion’’ of Virginia statesmen, Ll refer to the opinton 
of one of her earlier but not less distinguished 
statesmen, George Mason, the grandfather of the 
present Senator, and a member ofthe convention 
which framed the Constitution ofthe United States. object of Congress seemed to be to aid the States 

Senator Hunter, of Virginia, in the same de- || in getting rid of the evil of slavery. 
bate, admitted the same fact as to the state of pub- || ‘The next action of Congress bearing upon the 
lic opinion in the earlier days of the Republic, |) subject was the act providing for the temporary 
and that public opinion in the South had under- || eovernment of the Louisiana Territory, ceded b 
gone a change. Hon. Alexander Stephens, of | France to the United States, passed March 26, 
Georgia, one of the ablest menof the Sotth,ina |} 1804. I invite special examination of the tenth 
speech delivered to his constituents after his re- || section of this act. The first clause of this sec- 
turn from the last Congress, admitted the same || tion prohibits the importation or bringing into the 
fact. The Republican party, then, has the opin- || Territory, from any port or place within the limits 
ion of the fathers of the Republic on its side, that || of the United States, any slaves. ‘The second 
slavery is an evil ** more to be deplored than to || clause prohibits the importation or bringing into 
be fostered;’? but the gentleman from Alabama || the Territory, from any port or place within the 


was general. It is. conceded by intelligent men || says, ‘* these were but mere speculations, and were || limits of the United States, any slaves which shall 
fromthe South. Lassert, without the fear of suc- |) pot ingrafted upon the organic laws, and actual || have been imported since the Ist of May, 1798, 


cessful contradiction from any source, that the |! results are a sater standard by which to measure || into any port or place within the United’ States, 
preponderance of public sentiment in a majority |) abstract principles.’ The Congress of the Con- || 


; ae ' | or which may hereafter be so imported. The third 
of the States, at the close of the Revolution, and || federation gave practical effect to its sentimentof || clause prohibits the introduction of slaves into 


hostility to slavery, by prohibiting at in all the || the Territory, except by a citizen removing into 
territory the Congress then had jurisdiction over, || the Territory for actual settlement, and being at 
by the ordinance of 1787. The first session-of the || the time of removal the bona fide owner of the 
First Congress, in order that the provisions of the || slaves. This section was an unmistakable re- 
ordinance might continue and have full effect, || striction to the introduction of slavery into that 
adopted it, and enacted certain provisions toadapt || Territory. It had respect to existing relations, 
it to the Constitution of the United States. and did not interfere with citizens in the Terri- 

These * were actual results ingrafted upon ”’ the || tory bona fide owning slaves, and citizens remov- 
legislation of the country. The fathers of the Re- || ing therein bona fide owning slaves. ‘The treaty 
public, before and after the adoption of the Con- || stipulations with France compelled Congress to 


for a long time afterwards, was against the policy || 
and against the rightfulness of chattel slavery, as || 
it then existed in those States. I assert further, || 
as the corollary of tlmt sentiment, that it was the | 
general expectation that slavery would gradually | 
disappear from all the States, through the instru- || 
mentality of our republican form of government, || 
and through the humanitarian influence of our || 
Christian civilization. 

The framers of the Constitution excluded from |) 
it the words slave and slavery, as hateful terms, 
and it was left out, as Mr. Madison said, because 


| 
| 
| 


they did not wish to recognize the rightfulness of || tion of existing relations and arrangements. At | 


property inman. I have no doubt they had in 
view the future state of the country, when sla- | 
very should be abolished in all of the States, and | 


adapted the Constitution to that state of things. | 


It has been conceded by southern men in the 
House and in the Senate, this session, that the | 
leading men of the slave States, before and after 
the adoption of the Constitution, uttered anti-sla- | 
very sentiments; but it is contended that they | 
really were not opposed to slavery per se—that it | 


was sentimentalism merely, an abstraction, or || 


speculation, and not intended as a condemnation | 
of the system. They clearly expressed them- | 
selves as opposed to it per se; and if they did not | 
mean what they said, then they agided to the | 
practice of the wrong of slavery the hypocrisy 
of double dealing. I do not charge them with that, 
for they were honest men. 

_ The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Curry,] 
in his able speech, delivered here on the 1th day | 
of March last, upon this point, said: 


**Scarce a speech has been made or an essay written, 
for ten years, against slavery, in which the opinions of the 
early fathers of the Republic are not introduced. These, 
however, were but mere speculations, and were not in- 
grafted upon the organic law ; and actual results are a safer 
standard by which to measure abstract principles. Besides, 
times have changed since this Government was first inau- 
gurated as an experiment, not yet satisfactorily tested. Then 
there were but little over half a million slaves, and scarce 
a pound of raw cotton exported. 

“* African slavery is now a great fact—a political, social, 
industrial, humanitarian fact. Its chief product is king, 
and freights northern vessels, drives northern machinery, 








'| stitution, by opinion and action, treated slavery as || respect the right of property of the citizeng of the 


contraband wherever they could without viola- || Territory; and as slaves existed there by the laws 


of France, to that extent slavery was permitted 


|| the second session of the First Congressan act was || there by Congress, and in other respects it was 


| passed for the government of the territory of the || discouraged. Conggss could not, prior to the 
United States south of the Ohio river. This act year 1808, prohibit the migration or importation 
was passed May 26, 1790, and extended over this ofsuch persons asany of the States, existing at the 
| territory the ordinance of 1787, ‘‘except so far || time of the adoption of the Constitution, should 
as is otherwise provided in the conditions ex- || think proper to admit; but by a reference to the 
| pressed in an act of Congress ”’ of that session || acts above stated, it will be seen that it prohibited 
| **accepting a cession of the claims of the State of || the traffic in slaves, foreign and domestic, where 
| North Carolina to that territory.”’? The condi- || ever it constitutionally could, thus stigmatizing 
| tions of that act, so far as the same related to || slavery as an evil to be discouraged and prohib- 
slaves, were as follows: | ited. On the 2d day of March, 1807, Congress 
“ Provided always, That no regulations made, or to be || passed the act to prohibit the foreign slave trade 
made by Congress, shall tend to emancipate slaves.”’ || as to all the States, after the year 1808, the first 
| refer to these acts for two purposes: first, to |} moment they could so probibitit. April 20,1818, 
| Show that Congress, in extending over this south- || Congress amended this law, making itsprovisions 
| ern territory the ordinance of 1787, except the |} more effectual; and in 1819 a more stringent law 
anti-slavery proviso, would probably have ex- || was passed. On the 15th of March, 1820, the last 
| tended the entire ordinance, had it not been for the || act on the subject of the slave trade was passed, 
| proviso, in theact ofcession of North Carolina;and || making it piracy, and punishing a conviction of 
| second, toshow thatthe Legislature of North Caro- || being engaged in it with death. These acts, sev- 
| lina supposed Congress had the power, under the erally and jointly, show that the early fathers of 
Constitution, to prohibit slavery in the Territory. || the Republic regarded slavery as an evil and a 
| This act of cession was passed in December, 1790. || crime, and acting upon that conviction, they were 
| ‘The first session of the First Congress commenced || eager to punish it asa crime, where they supposed 
| March 4, 1789; so that the Constitution was in || the had a right to do so. 
fullforce when this act of cession was passed; and | he advocates of slavery are not satisfied with 
the State of North Carolina had but recently rati- || the opinions and practices of the fathers; and the 
fied it, and her statesmen who composed her ecle | gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Curry] adopts 
lature in 1790 were presumed to know something || the saying, ‘that it is necessary for each gen- 
about the provisions of the Constitution; and if || eration to discuss anew the great problems of 
|| they had not supposed that Congress possessed || human speculation, which continually come back 














feeds northern laborers, and clothes the entire population. 

Northern, no Jess than southern, capital and labor are de- 

pendent, in great degree, upon it, and these results were 

wholly unanticipated by the good men who are so indus- 

en paraded as clouds of witnesses against the institu- 
on. 


** Slavery has altered, ond men’s opinions have altered.” 


120 


the power to abolish slavery in a Territory, they || after certain intervals for reéxamination.’’? Sup- 
would not have inserted this proviso. | pose we accept this philosophy, and meet the 
| Following up the abstractions of the fathers, |! question on its merits, untrammeled by the opin- 
that slavery was an evil ‘more to be deplored || ions and teachings of the fathers; if they were 
1 than to be fostered,’’ and to show, by “ actual re- |} wrong in opinion or action, we are not bound to 
sults;”’ that they jntended to prohibit and reggrict \| follow them. They were honest men, but they 
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may have made mistakes. From our stand-point, | declared it to be * the highest type of civiliza- | States in 1850 was: in Virginia, $252,105,894. in 


it would seem to me that it would have been 
better to have provided in the Constitution for 
the gradual abolition of slavery in all the States; 
and I think, had the framers of the Constitution 
foreseen what we now sec, they would have done 
so. The words of Pitt, on the East India bill, 
quoted approvingly by the gentleman from Al- 
abama, were wise: **Good principles might sleep; 
but bad ones never. It is the curse of society, 
that when a bad principle is once established, bad 
men will always be found to give it its full effeet.”’ 
Whe spread and increase of slavery in this coun- 
try, against the wish and against the expectation 
of the early fathers of the Republic, verify the 
truth of the remark. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to the question, were our 
fathers wrong, has the sentiment of Christendom 
been wrong, and is the Republican party wrong, 
in regarding slavery as an evil to be deplored and 
nxerime to be prohibited? I cannot ake time to 
define slavery, except that it reduges persons to 

* chattels to all intents, purposes, and constructions 
whatever; ignores their rights to family, wife, or 
children, except for the interest of others, and does 
not recognize the marriage relation among slaves. 
There are no laws in slave States regulating or 
legalizing such relation among slaves. I under- 


stood the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Simms] | 


to say, in the debate on the polygamy bill, he did 
not admit the legality of any such relation among 
colored people. ‘This is, necessarily, the law of 
chattel slavery; for the legalization of that rela- 


tion interferes with the property character of | 


slaves, obstructs their unlimited transfer and sale, 
and concedes to the slave rights inconsistent with 
the rights of the master. Now, to undertake to 
prove that such an entire disregard, upon any pre- 
text, of the rights of any class in socicty is right, 
is like arguing that two and two are four, or under- 
taking to demonstrate a self-evident proposition. 
I understood the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Lamar] to admit, in his learned argument in de- 
fense of slavery, that the enslavement of the 
Anglo-Saxon race would be wrong, for they were 
entitled to freedom because they were capable of 
governing themselves; but, at the same time, he 
asserted that the enslavement of the African race 


was right, because they were incapable of gov- | 


erning themselves: in other words, being an infe- 
rior race, the superior race were justified in making 
slaves of them. Itis not within the range of what 
I propose to say to reply to this diabolism. My 
friend, Mr. Lovesoy, made some remarks upon 
that which are worthy of-consideration. But I 
would like to ask the learned gentleman a ques- 
tion upon his governmental philosophy. Itisan 
admitted fact that there is inthe slave States ‘‘a 
visible admixture” of Anglo-Saxon with African 
blood, and quite likely ther%is as much Anglo- 
Saxon as African blood enslaved there. What 
must be the proportion of admixture to make sla- 
very right? 

The advocates of slavery discard theories, spec- 
ulations, and abstractions; they prefer actual re- 
sults. 1am glad of an opportunity to test slavery 
by the standard which its advocates set up. Let 
slavery and freedom be judged by their fruits. I 
will institute a comparison between freedom and 
slavery from statistics—from official documents 
—abow which there is no dispute. The statistics 
which I shall present are from the Compendium of 
the Census of 1850, by J. D. B. De Bow, and from 
the Postmaster General's reportaccompanying the 
President’s annual message, made at the com- 
mencement of this Congress. These statistics will 
show the ‘factual results’’ of freedom and slavery, 
respectively, upon the prosperity of the States; 
their material growth; their educational and moral 
condition. I challenge gentlemen to show a sin- 
gle fact incerreetly taken from the documents al- 
luded to. I will first take the States of New 
York and Virginia. The former adopted the 
** theories and abstractions”’ of the “ able and dis- 
tinguished men and patriots’? of Virginia, and 
treated slavery, as they regarded it, ‘* more to be 
deplored than to be fostered,’’ and consequently 
gotrid of it; while the latter repudiated these teach- 
ings, and regarded African bondage ‘‘ a blessing to 
both races; one to be inediemnt: cherished, and 
fostered ;"’ and, consequently, has continued it to 
the present time, and now defends it as a wise and 
beneficent institution; and one of ker Representa- 
tives, (Mr. Prror,] upon this floor, at thig session, 





tion.’’ 
miles, and Virginia 61,352 square miles, 


if not superior, to New York. 


3,097,394. The value of real 


New York contains an area of 47,000 square 
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In soil, 


climate, and natural advantages, Virginia is equal, 
At the taking 
of the first census, 1770, the population of these 
States was as follows: Virginia, 748,308; New 
York, 340,320. In the year 1850 the population 
was as follows: Virginia, 1,421,661; New York, 
estate in those 


|, and real estate was, in Virginia, $391,646,433: 


May 2 


New York, $564,649,649. ‘The value of persona] 
New York, $1,080,309,216. The value of church 
gg was, in Virginia, $2,902,220; in New 

fork, $21,539,561. Virginia had 2,930 public 
schools, with 67,353 pupils; New York had 11,539 
public schools, with 675,221 pupils. The annual 
income of the school fund, { Virginia, wag 


$314,625; in New York, $1,472,657. The post 
office statistics ofany country afford good evidence 
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of its business activity, intelligence, and edu- | 


cational progress. Total annual transportation 
of mails for the year ending June 30, 1859, in 
Virginia, 4,006,725 miles, at an annual cost of 
378,872; and in New York, 6,686,488 miles, at 
an annual cost of $462,806. The Government 
expended, for the year ending June 30, 1859, for 
jostal service in Virginia, $510,801 03; and re- 
ceived during the same period, $255,075 70; be- 


ing an excess of expenditures over receipts of | 


655,725 33. The Government expended, during 
the same period, and for the same purpose, in 
the State of New York, $1,107,886 79, and re- 
ceived $1,553,680 34; being an excess of receipts 
over expenditures of $445,793 55. Will the Rep- 
resentatives of Virginia explain the cause of the 
difference between that State and New York upon 
any other basis than the superiority of free over 
slave labor? I submit to the judgment of the 


American people of all sections, that it is owing | 
solely to the cause that Virginia, against the opin- | 
ion of her early statesmen, has encouraged and | 


fostered the curse of human slavery; while New 
Yonk, in accordance with that opinion, and in the 
spirit of the Revolution, has abolished it. 
For the purpose of showing that, in comparison 
with freedom, slavery affects injuriously the pros- 
perity of a State, I will institute a comparison 
between fourteen’ free States and fourteen slave 
States; namely, free States: Connecticut, Illinois, 
Indiana, lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Obio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont; slave 
States: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Missouri, Mis- 


sissipp!, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- | 


nessee, Texas, and Virginia. These free States 
have an area of 402,693 square miles, and the slave 
States have 849,328. 

In soil, climate, and natural advantages, these 
fourteen slave States are equal to the fourteen free 


States named, and I think, in some respects, bet- | 


ter. 
In 1850, the population of the free States named 


was 13,036,934; and of the slave States, 9,521,237. | 


The value of real estate in the free States was 


$2,408,309 ,987 ; in the slave States, $1,416,102,421. | 


The moral, social, and educational condition of 
the same States compare as follows: value of 


churches in the free States, $66,972,525; in ‘the | 


slave States, $21,234,226. Public schools in the 


free States, 61,008, with 2,711,035 pupils; public | 
schools in the slave States, 18,313, with 572,891 
pupils. ‘The annual income of public schools in | 


the free States, $6,663,603; in the slave States, 
$2,676,173. The white population at the same 


period was: in the free States, 12,842,279; in the | 


slave States, 6,113,308. The number of scholars 
in colleges, academies, and public schools, was: 
in the free States, 2,875,291; and in the slave 
States only 687,891. ‘lhe number of free white 


persons, over the age of twenty-one, at this pe- | 


riod, whé could not read or write, was: in the 
free States, 411,036; in the slave States, 508,346. 

The Postmaster General’s report of this year, 
to which I have before aaaan shows the fol- 
lowing facts: total annual transportation of mails 


in these free Statgs, 38,773,154 miles, at an an” 


nual cost of $3,127,060; in these slave States, 
37,017,511, at an annual cost of $4,745,329; being 
carried in the free States 1,765,643 miles further, 
at a cost of $1,618,269 less than in the slave 
States. 

The postal expenditures for the same period 
were as follows: in the free States, $5,513,169 68; 
in the slave States, $5,942,092 65; and receipts, 
as follows: in the free States, $5,052,958 14; in 
the slave States, $1,908,037 98. ‘The expenditures 
in the slave States being $428,932 97 more than 
in the free States, and the receipts $3,144,920 16 
less. The table which i have prepared will show 
the result in each State, and a comparison can be 
instituted, severally or in the aggregate, and the 
result will be about the same. [See table in pre- 
ceding page.]} 

If the system of slavery, as it exists in the 
fourteenglave States [ have named, is right—best 
for the master and slave—and one to be fostered 


and encouraged upon the principles of humanity | 


and true political economy, why is it that these 
Slave States compare so unfavorably, severally 
and in the aggregate, with the free States I have 
named? I think it would be well for some of the 
mercurial-tempered advocates of slavery upon this 
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floor to answer this question, and others of a sim- 


to the effect of slavery upon the prosperity of the 
slave States, instead of applying to us, who op- 
pose the system, all the unparliamentary billings- 
} gate which a bad taste and a worse temper can 
' suggest. The disparity between freedom and sla- 

very is too uniform to be aecidental. I have only 
' given afew of ‘*the actual results’’ of slavery, 

which might be *industriously paraded as clouds 


st 


_ statistics now being collected will show more un- 
favorably against slavery than those of 1850, and 
every returning decade will widen the gap between 
freedom and slavery. The reason is too obvious 
to need argument to show it. Slave labor is forced 


ee 


| of reward which stimulate free labor; and the con- 
} sequence is, that slave labor does not originate, 
and cannot bring to its aid, the numberless labor- 


to the industrial enterprise and prosperity of the 
free States, 


’ 


against the institution.’’ Slavery isa warof one 


slaveholding States are constantly in a state of 
war, and are, in fact, under the terrors of martial 
| law. Their means are wasted in patrol surveil- 

lance and overseeism. The history of the free and 
| slave States in this country shows to my mind 
conclusively, what ethical writegs have contended 
to be truc, that just dealing, for States as well as 
for individuals, is the best policy in the end. It 


| 


| beginning tounderstand, what Dr. Davy longsince 
| asserted to be true, ** that injuring one class for 
|| the immediate benefit of another, is ultimately in- 
| jurious to that other; and that, to secure ee 

to a community, all interests must be consulted.”’ 
Upon this point I therefore conclude, upon a re- 
examination of the opinions and spetaiaienn of 
the early fathers of the Republic, and ** from actual 
results,’ they were right in pronouncing slavery 
an evil to be deplored and to be got rid of as soon 


| view to shield their system from attack, and to 
add sanction to it in the popular mind, assume for 
it a constitutional recognition; that, as a system, 
the Constitution gives it a legal guarantee. This 


I deny that the Constitution, upon any fair con- 


to be counted as a basis of representation. ‘The 


|, referred to as recognizing the property character 
| of slaves; but here again the 
| persons, and not property. It, is admitted that 
| this clause relates to minors and apprentices, as 
well asslaves; and will any one claim that children 
|| and apprentices are treated as property, and are 





|| slaves are by thisclause. The Constitution found 
|| slavery existing in the States by force of the laws 
|| thereof, and there it left it; giving to no depart- 


| litical question, are willing to leave it. 
| mitted by all—at least I have not heard it denied— 
| that a State can abolish slavery whenever it may 
| desire to do so; but if the Constitution of the 


| United States recognizes slaves as property, how | 


| could a State legally abolish slavery? ‘he Con- 
| stitution would be superior to the State law; and 
|| as there seems to be noend to the assumptions of 
|| slavery, this may be the next plank to be spiked 
| on to a Democratic platform. 
| According to the gentleman from Alabama, sla- 
| very is papese to the Constitution or law, and 
| not dependent upon either. His position is: *‘ sla- 
| very exists in the State where the owner dwells; 
} exists out of the State; exists in the Territories; 
| 
| 
| 


| exists everywhere, until it comes within the limits 
| of sovereignty, which prohibits it.”’ Slavery, then, 

according to this new dogma, like our atmos- 
} phere, occupies all the unoccupied space on the 
| globe, and fully possesses the attribute of ubiquity. 
|| The gentleman gives us no authority but his 


| 


’ 


| eXamination of the question, I quote against it 
| the records of the decisions of every court of re- 
| spectability in Christendom since courts of law 


| ilar import which might be put to them, relative |) ice. 


of witnesses against the institution.”? The census || 


saving inventions which have contributed so much | 


[refer the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Curry} | 
| to the Patent Office for ‘*clouds of witnesses || 


class of the community against the other, and | 


is time the American people and politicians were | 


as practicable. The advocates of slavery, witha || 


is mere assumption, and has no foundation in fact. | 


struction, regards slaves as property; but, on the | 
contrary, it treats them as persons; allows them | 


article relating to fugitives from Jabor is sometimes || 


are regarded as || 


declared to be property? ‘They are, as much as | 


ment of the General Government direct control | 
over it; and there the Republican party, as a po- | 
it. Itis ad- | 


assertion, which I suppose is the result of his re- | 








' have been represented as holding the scales of just- 

T quote against it the opinions of every ele- 
mentary law writer and every ethical writer of 
note from the dawn of civilization to the presen: 
tfme. And there I am willing to leave this modern 
postulate of human bondage, except so far as it 
forms the predicate of the territorial policy of the 
Democratic party. 

The Rspditini party proposes, to the extent of 
| its constitutional power, to limit and restrict sla- 
very, and thereby return tothe policy ofthe fathers, 
| which made freedom the rule and slavery the ex- 
) ception. The dictates of humanity and the pol- 


|| ley of enlightened statesmanship alike urge the 


party forward. We have seen that the controlling 


\, element of the unexampled prosperity of our 
} and mere hand labor, and has none of the motives | 


, country has been free labor, and we have pros- 


\| pered in spite of slavery,and not in consequence of 


it. If the predicates of slavery and the Democratic 
party be true; if the Constitution, proprio vigore, 
extends slavery into the Territories, as claimed 
in the Dred Scott case; ifslavery exists in Kansas 
|! and other Territories by the same rule that it does 
in the slave States, as asserted by President Bu- 
chanan, then slavery is the rule and freedom the 
|| exception in thisGovernment, and there is nothing 
|| to prevent its domination and control ewerywhere 
|| in the Republic. 

These positions, and the policy which it logically 
I} leads to, would reverse the motive power of our 
| civilization and progress, and run our institutions 
rapidly back into the dark ages. 
|| The leading politicians of the Democratic party 
have so far reversed the principles and policy of 
that party, by Incorporating into its platform the 
, increasing demands of slavery, that they have 
‘| run it as far back as Charleston;and there, if our 
| telegrams are to be relied upon, they have run it 
' off the track, and a break-up is the result. This 
| event, which may be regarded as a calamity by 
|| some, by the inscrutable dispensations of Him who 


/ can make the wrath of man to praise him, may 
|| result in saving much of the valuable material of 
‘| which the Democratic party is composed from 
| further destruction. It will at least teach men the 
| folly of attempting to jump on to the platform 
|| of a train having a backward motion. It is diffi- 
|| cult for ushere,among the confused rumors which 
|| reach us, to determine what the Charleston con- 
vention hasdone or willdo. The Democrats North 
|| will, I have no doubt, as heretofore, yield sub- 
stantially to the demands of the slave power; and 
| the party will incorporate into its platform the pro- 
tection of slavery in the Territories. ‘Thecontest 
is now mainly between those who maintain the po- 
| sition thatslavery exists in the Territories by virtue 
of its property character, under the Constitution, 
|, and those who deny the predicate and the conclu- 
sion. There is, or has been, a middle ground of 
|| policy, (for [ cannot discover any principle in it,) 
| of which Senator Doveuas is the expounder, if 
| not the originator, which I cannotat this moment 
|| better characterize than to call it the Priest and 
Levite policy; passing by on the other side of 
‘| slaves in the Territories, and allowing them to 
pores as persons or property, as the case may 
xe, among the thieves of Jericho, who may first 
happen to squat upon the public domain, ‘ not 
caring Whether slavery is voted up or voted down,”’ 
|| This position and its artful author and advocate 
|| will soon be, if they are not already, politically 
|| ground to powder between the controlling forecs 
|| of the upper millstone of freedom and the nether 
millstone of slavery. 
Mr. Chairman, slavery has sought refuge, asa 
| last hiding place, under the protection of the Su- 
weme Court; and if the present policy of the 
Jemoeratic party is to prevail, that tribunal is 
hereafter to control and determine whatlaws shall 
|, be.enacted by the law-making power for the gov- 
|| ernment of the Territories. The slaveholding 
|| power expect to convert the national domain into 
|| slave Territories by the decree of a court, insti- 
| tuted to determine the rights of individuals prop- 
|| erly before them. Neither Congress nor the 
|| people of a Territory are hereafter to have any 
|| Say or responsibility upon the question of slavery. 
|| The slave power is unwilling to trust the popular 
| will, asteflected through Congress or the people 
| of a Territory, who are more immediately inter- 
ested in the question of slavery, with this question. 
| Mr. Chairman, it is not the first time we have 
| heard of an effort of despotism to shield itself be- 
i, hind technicalities and courts for protectipn; and 


| 
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I point gentlemen to a noted case in English his- 
tory, where Charles I. contended, unconstitution- 
ally, that he had a right to exactship-money from 
English subjects without the authority of an act 
of Parliament. 
question was submitted to the court of exchequer. 
lebp Hampden tested the matter; and he and his 
lawyers argued it for twelve days with the law- 
yers of the Crown. ‘The King got has decision 
from a perhaps venal, at all events a willing, ju- 
diciary. ‘The judges stood eight to four—about 
the same majority as there was in the Dred Scott 
case, 


But did he succeed in collecting his ship-money? 
He did not; and an indignant public opinion com- 
velled a reversal of the judgment; and this will 
S the result of the Dred Scott ruling. The peo- 
ple have the lawful power to reorganize the judici- 
ary, if necessary, giving all the people a fair rep- 
resentation onthe bench; and the inevitable course 
of events will vacate the seats now filled by the 
present judges, and other men will occupy their 
places, and then we shall see how long the Dem- 
ocratic party and the slave power will sing hosan- 
nas to the judgment of the Supreme Court. The 
slave power will then repudiate it, as the Demo- 
eratic party did when it decided a bank consti- 
tutional, While I admit that a decision made by 
that court, in a case properly before it, is binding 
upon the parties, I fully concar with the able ar- 
eument submitted to this House a‘few days sinee, 
by the gentleman from New York, |Mr. Conk- 
LING,| that yt is not binding upon Congress. We 
are bound to support the Constitutifn as we wn- 
derstand it. ‘The gentleman from Virginia | Mr. 
Mixuson] very pleasantly told us yesterday— 
and I have no doubt sincerely, for his candorand 
ability command the respect of this side of the 
House—that the Republicans were about as pow- 
erless as if struck with lightning, on account of 
that decision. If that court is not struck with 
something worse than lightning, then I am mis- 
taken in the effect of popular thunder. The free 
people of this country will not submit to have 
their Territories converted into slave States at the 
dictation of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, 
Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
ullow me to interrupt him a moment? 
Mr. HUTCHINS. Certainly, sir. 
Mr. DUNN. The gentleman is agitating, and 
persists in agitating, the slavery question in viola- 
tionof the resolution adopted at the national Dem- 


He undertook to do it; and the 


ocratic convention held at Baltimore in 1852, and | 


2.6 
readopted at the convention of the same party held 
at Cincinnati in 1856, and 1 believe adopted again 
by the convention now in session at Charleston, 


after more than a week’s previous agitation of | 


the same question. I send the resolution to the 
Clerk, and desire him to read it. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

** Resolved, That the Democratic party will resis¢ all at- 


tempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agitation | 
of the slavery question, under whatever shape or color the | 


attempt may be made.”’ 


Mr. DUNN. I desired to have this resolution 
read, that the country may observe how few Dem- 
ocratic practices conform to Democratic profes- 
sions, 

Mr. NIBLACK. I want to know what the 
point is that my colleague desires to make. I do 
not see any point in it, 

Mr. DUNN. I cannot supply the gentleman 
with perceptions. 

Mr. NIBLACK. 
which my colleague was a member, passed sim- 
ar resolutions at the same time. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. I wish to state that the Re- | 
publican party, as such, is not responsible for any || 


of these platforms. 


I think the Whig party, of | 


Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina, addressed the | 


committee for one hour, on the question of slavery 
in the Territories. [His speech will be published 
in the Appendix. ] 


Mr. HALE obtained the floor; but yielded to | 


Mr. BUFFINTON, who moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker Paving 
resumed the chair, Mr. Curtis reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under congideration the Union generally, 
eee House bill No. 338, to provide 
for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, 


| to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties 

on imports, and for other purposes; and had 
come to no conclusion thereon, 

And then, on motion of Mr. CURTIS, (at 

a quarter past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 


adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, May 3, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Piayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H.Srocxron. 
The Journalof yesterday was read andapproved, 


CHICKASAW TRUST FUND. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the | 


annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


showing the state of the Chickasaw trust fund; | 


which was laid on the table,and ordered to be 
printed. 
NEW ORLEANS POST OFFICE, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting copies of letters relating to an appro- 
priation for finishing and furnishing the rooms in 
the custom-house at New Orleans designed for 
the post office; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, 

IIARRIET F. FISHER, ETC. 

Mr. BOTELER, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on Military Affairs 
a bill for the relief of Harriet F. Fisher, adminis- 
tratrix of M. W. Basher, deceased, and Richard 
M. Bouton; which was read a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. ’ 

CHANGE OF ITOUSE LIBRARY. 

Mr. LEAKE. I send up to the Clerk’s desk, 
and ask to have read, a communication from the 
House Librarian on a question in which every 

‘member of the House and every district in the 
United States is equally interested. 
The Clerk read the following communications: 
| CLERK’s OFFICE, 
louse or REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
WasHINGTon, March 28, 1860. 

Sir: | have the honor to inclose a letter from Mr. Chaf- 
fee, Librarian of the House, and to commend it to the 
favorable consideration of that body. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

Hon. WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 
Speaker House of Representatives, United States. 


To the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United 

States : 

Sin: I desire to call your attention to the condition of 
the House library. This library consists of about seventy 
thousand bound volumes, that are now deposited in the 
crypts of the old Capitol in triangular, vault-like rooms, 
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| many of which are only lighted artificially, and none of 


which can be properly ventilated; and all of which are so 
damp that the books are constantly suffering injury, and 
| to repair which costs ‘several thousand dollars annually. 
| Added to this, there is not shelf-room for a very large por- 
tion of the books, and they now lie piled up in the commit- 
tee-rooms of the old Capitol. 

In this state of affairs, it is utterly impossible to take 
proper care, with a view to its preservation and perpetuity, 
of this documentary history of the Government; nor is the 


the library.gNo amount of care and ingenuity can properly 
ventilate the rooms in which these books are placed; and 
while they are piled promiscuously in heaps, can twice the 
necessary force required, when properly placed, furnish the 
| books as called for by those seeking information from them. 
During the recess of Congress very little attention is be- 
stowed upon these books; the gas is not kept burning in 
the crypts, the moisture accumulatys, the glue is softened, 
the bindings are loosened, and the letter-press is defaced 
| by aecumulated mold. ‘This library is the documentary 
history of the transactions of the Government in all its de- 


partments, from its organization to. the present time, and | 


should be preserved with the utmost care. Were it de- 
stroyed, its loss would be incalculable. ‘That it is fast 
going to destruction, must be manifest toany one who will 
take the trouble to examine into its present condition. 
What shall be done to preserve it, is the question submitted. 
Only one remedy presents itsel{—to furnish a suitable room 
in which these books can be kept. To accomplish this 
indispensable object, two methods have suggested them- 
selves. First, and to my mind the most desirable, is to 
| appropriate the old Hall of Representatives to the use of the 

library. This can be accomplished by a close railed pas- 

sage-way through the center of the Hall, with a glazed 
| ceiling, and using one side for books and the other for doc- 
| uments. This arrangement would accommodate the library 
| for twenty-five years, for it would furnish shelf-room for a 
| half million of volumes ; and the cost of fitting the room as 
| suggested, is estimated by the architect of the Capitol to 
be from five to ten thousand dollars. One objection to this 
| use of the old Hall is, substantially, that it was the theater 
| of magnificent forensic displays of the “ fathers,” and a 
strong dislike is felt that the place should ever be used for 
mere business purposes. I would respectfully suggest that 
| the very best possible use it could now be put to, is tomake 





present library torce sufficient to transact the business of 


| 


| 
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it the depository of the authentic history of their great aers 
and great actions. [tis for the House of Representatives 
to say whether this, to my mind, most desirable chayop 
shall be made. , 
Another plan, that would afford temporary relief, is to 
finish the attic of the connecting corridor between the ojq 
and new Halls, with shelves for books, that will accommo. 
date some twenty thousand volumes; to cut a door froy 
this connecting corridor to the Speaker’s gallery inthe o}q 
Hall, cut up the front of the gallery, and fill it with Shelly. 
that would accommodate some thirty thousand volumes; 
fill with shelves the passage-way leading from the office, 
of the old Hall to the stairs, which, it is estimated, wy 
contain some ten thousand more. This would remove the 
books from the vaults and erypts and damp rooms, ayd 
would remedy the evel, so far as the destruction of the 
But the relief would only be tempo 
rary, for it must be recollected that these books are accu. 
mulating at the rate of about fitteen hundred volumes per 
year, and what would be ample accommodation this year, 


| would be cramped and confined next, and so on; and by 


the fiith year new accommodations must be sought, or the 


| books be placed, as they are now, in heaps, in deserted 


| then, to convert the old Hall into a mausoleum of the hie- 


committee-rooms, 

What I would recommend over every other place, is, 
roic dead, that the record of their deeds may be preserved 
to their posterity. c. C. CHAFFEE. 

WasuinoTon, District of Columbia, March 28, 1860. 


Mr. LEAKE. I would now offer the follow- 


| ing preamble and resolution, and then I will ask 


leave to make a brief statement to the House: 

Whereas it appears from the report of the Librarian of 
the House library, communicated to this House by the 
Clerk, on the 28th of March, 1860, that the books and doc 
uments in that department are in such acondition as tore 
quire some speedy action for their safe bestowal in another 
part of the Capitol building, and that a plan for the removal 
of the library trom its present location to the old Hall was 
prepared and presented to the former Clerk of this House, 
Mr. Allen: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the subject-matter of the report of the 
Librarian be referred to the Clerk of the Ifouse, who, in 
consultation with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 


| the Superintendent and Architect of the Capitol extension, 





| iture of nine or ten thousand dollars, for re 


} and the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds of 


this House, shall make arrangements for the removal of the 
House library to the old Hall, or to such other part of the 
building as may seem most suitable therefor. 

The facts stated in the report of the Librarian 
are unquestionably true, as every gentleman in the 
House may inform himself of at any moment he 
pleases, if he has not already informed himself of 
them. Many of these books are actually packed 
up in boxes; all of them are in inconvenient lo- 
calities, and are scattered about, as is stated by the 
Librarian, incryptsand corners. The actual cost 
of rebinding books last year, rendered necessary 
by the neglected state in which they are attempted 
to be preserved, was between nine and ten thou- 
sand ice: Of that I am credibly informed on 
the best authority. I understand, furthermore, 
that this necessity of rebinding is an annually- 
recurring one. Now, while that of itself constu- 
tutes an item that deserves attention, yet it is not 
of so much importance from the amount involved 
as it is from its illustrating the fact that the books 
are not kept in a state of preservation, and cannot 


| be, with the facilities that the Librarian now has 


As to the expenditure that would be caused by 
the removal of the library to the old Hall, if the 
change be ordered, I understand that, although it 
is estimated at from five to ten thousand dollars, 
it would prebably reach from ten to twenty thou- 
sand dollars. I should not care whether the cost 


| would be from forty to fifty thousand dollars, I 


would still be in favor of the change, for the reasons 
already indicated. If you have an annual expend- 

bind- 
ing, it would be, asa mere economic question, 
better to spend the principal of which that sum 
is the interest in fitting up a place where or can 
be kept properly; but still, as I have said just 
now, that is not the leading view I take of the mat- 
ter. The great object of the proposed change is 
twofold: first, to preserve the public records, and 
second, to place them where they will be accessi- 
ble to the members of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
resolution ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. [ object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the 
resolution, ifit be simply referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, and if that com- 
mittee be allowed to investigate the matter. ‘This 
proposed change might necessitate a large egpend- 
iture of money, and I think we should have the 
report of a committee on it before it is acted on 

Mr. PEYTON. © The Committee on Public 
Buildings andGrounds have had the matter under 
consideration, and have made an examination of 
the building referred to in the report of the Libra- 
rian. The majority of the committee is opposed 


| 
: 
{ 
; 
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to littering up the old Hall with this library. I || a general desire that there shall be full and legiti- 


believe that we can make other arrangements to | 
hold all the books that are necessary. 1 would, || 
therefore, be quite willing to vote for the resolu- || 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, if he would }| 
strike out the words **Clerk and Librarian.”’ 1 | 
do not think they should have anything to say in 
regard to this matter. . . 
Mr. LEAKE. It seems that the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds have already made 
up their minds on this question; and well, there- | 
fore, may the gentleman from Kentucky ask to 
strike out all other parties from the resolution, 
except the Committee on Public Buildings and | 
Grounds, when the matter is already a foregone || 
conclusion with that committee. I will consent, || 
however, to have the preamble and resolution, 
and the report of the Librarian referred to the || 
Committee on the Library. }| 

‘The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the reso- 
Jution? 

Mr. McPHERSON. I object. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Isuppose the gentleman from || 
Virginia might take the course indicated by the | 
centteman from Ohio, Lf think, myself, that that |) 
is the proper course, I think the resolutidn ought || 
to be referred. I doubt exceedingly whether the || 
old Hall ought to be used for the purpose indi- || 
cated. Itmay be found, after investigation, how- | 
ever, that that is the best use to which it can be || 
applied, 


‘Mr. LEAKE. Did the gentleman from Ala- | 


] 
} 


| 
| 
} 
j 
' 





bama hear my last proposition to refer the reso- || 
lution and accompanying papers to the Committee 
on the Library ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I did hear it; but that ref- | 


erence, lL understand, will give rise to an objection 





before the House; and the gentleman, to get it be- | 
fore the House, must make some concession. As | 
a willingness is indicated to refer the whole sub- | 
ject to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, I would suggest that that course be 
adopted. When the matter again comes before | 
the House, on the report from that committee, we | 
may discuss it, and adopt whatever proposition | 
may commend itself to the approval of a majority | 
of the House. 

Mr. LEAKE. Did objection come in time to 
prevent the introduction of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It did. The Chair will state 
that this subject was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds on the 28th of 
March last, and itis still in the hands of thatcom- 
mittee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was not aware of that; and 
I would suggest that there is no necessity for fur- 
ther action at this time. 





Mr. LEAKE. I acquiesce in that suggestion. } 


I trust that the Committee on Public Buildings | 
and Grounds will report at an early day what is 
proper to be done in the premises. I move that 
the papers which were read be also referred to 
that committee. | 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, | 
the papers are already before the committee. The | 
whole subject is before that committee for inves- 
tigation and report. 


Mr. LEAKE. Iam satisfied. 
TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be | 


suspended and the House resolve itsclf into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 

and before the question is taken on that motion, I 

move that the tariff bill, now pending in the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, be | 
made the special order, forthe purpose of confin- 
ing the debate to the provisions of that bill. And 
I give notice now, that, after one or two days of 
general discussion on the bill, I will move, with 


utes’ debate commenced. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wouldsuggest to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that, if he has any other busi- 
ness that he wants to dispose of now, it would be | 
better to take that up instead of forcing the tariff | 
bill through with any haste during this week. | 
When the House becomes full, it cannot be ex- | 
pected that the gentleman will be allowed to press | 
through a measure of the importance of this bill 
for an increase of the duties upon imports, in a | 
day or two. I have no doubt there will then be 


mate debate on the subject. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My purpose is to have 
legitimate debate on the subject. ‘There are sev- 
eral gentiemen who now desire to make speeches 
on the tariff bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave no objection to the 
House resolving itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The first proposition is on 
making the tariff bill the special order in the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to that. The ren- 
tleman cannot make the billa special order at this 
time. 

Mr. GOOCH. When the committee rose last 


| evening, and the House adjourned, it was the un- 


derstanding that to-day should be devoted to gen- 
eral debate. There were two or three members 


|| who were ready to go on last evening; but they 
| consented to the rising of the committee, with the 


understanding that they should have every op- 
portunity to go on to-day. I trust that under- 
standing may be carried out; and that this day 


is c ’. = > . 
| in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union shall be devoted to gencral debate. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Cannot a majority of the 
House make the bill a special order? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it cannot: | 


Mr. SHERMAN. There is a motion I can 


| make, and that is, that all further general debate 


on the tariff bill in the Committee of the Whole 


on thestate of the Union shall cease. If IT cannot |) 


get at what I desire in any other way, I must sub- 
mit that motion. 
The SPEAKER. At what time does the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio propose that the general debate | 
to the whole proposition. The resolution is not || 


shall cease ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. Three hours after the con- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| 
| 


portant measure ought certainly to have. I move 
that there be a call of the House. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to have 


| some infermation on this matter. I was under the 


|| impression that it was the understanding among 


| members that no business should be transacted 
| while the House was in its present thin condition, 
| but that the time should be consumed in general 

debate. I certainly believed that it was the un- 
derstanding that no final action should be taken 

| on any question. As I conceive, the present prop- 
| osition to take stringent action of one of the most 
| important questions before Congress, is in viola- 
tion of the general agreement. 

| The SPEAKER. The question before the 
| House is upon a call of the House, 


| Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to state that yes- 





| terday evening, when the committee rose, I made | 
|| a statement which I believe went into the record 


| of our debate. I believed | was authorized to say 
| that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means would not make objeetion or attempt to 
| stop the general debate during this day. It seems 
that I was misinformed. 
| gave me the information professed to speak by 


| 
} 
} 


| authority of the chairman of the committee, of || 


_which he was clerk. I deem it my duty to make 
| this explanation, in order that what the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts [Mr. Goocu] has stated, 
ne not go out as though there was no warrant 
or it. 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smiru] in regard 


|, to there being an understanding that no business 


should be done, is a mistake, except so far as last 


| week was conéerned. I made the statement which 
|| brought about the understanding, and I expressly 
the consent of a majority of the House, thatgen- || 
eral debate shall be terminated and the five min- | 
| 


iff the House. I should judge from the appear- 


to adjourn at any reasonable day, we must at 
once faithfully proceed to the discharge of the 
business of the country. 

The statement of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Maynarp] takes me by surprise. No- 





| body was authorized to make such a declaration | 


| for me as has been referred to. 
| Mr. PHELPS. What declaration? 
| Mr.SHERMAN. That gencral debate should 


sideration of the bill shall be resumed in the Com- | 
Mr. HOUSTON. If that proposition prevail, | 


|| there will not be the proper legitimate debate on 
|| the tariff bill in the committee, which such an im= 


The gentleman who | 


Mr.SHERMAN. The statement made by the | 


confined it to last week. There is now a quorum | 


| ance of the House that there are at least one | 
| hundred and fifty members present. If we intend | 
| 
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run on to-day. I gave notice yesterday mornin 
that I would to-day move to make the tariff bil 
the special order in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Since the statement, 
however, was made yesterday, while I was absent, 
that general debate would be allowed to-day, and 
since severai gentlemen were controlled by it, | 
will not at this time press the motion I have sub- 
mitted. [ only propose now that the House shall 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. Butl propose to give a 
notice to the House. Monday and Tuesday next 
are set apart for the consideration of territorial 
business, 

Mr. GROW. I beg pardon for interrupting the 
gentleman. I think that neither*side of the House 
will object to the understanding that general de- 
bate upon the tariff bill after to-day shall be con- 
fined to the bill itself. If that be proposed, I think 
it will accomplish the object the gentleman from 
Ohio has in view. 

Mr. COBB. I want it distinctly understood 
that it is my design to make a speech on general 
political topics at an early day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the suggestion 
thrown out by several gentlemen, | would say 
that, for one, | pprveiee heartily agree that all de- 
bate should be strictly confined to the pending 
measure or proposition. I never have ine in 
favor of rambling debate on al] manner of topics, 
often indeed without a single reference to the im- 
mediate question before the House. , 

Mr. GROW. If the House wilbagree to give 
|| up this day to general debate, I think both sides 

of the House will be satisfied. 
|. Mr. HOUSTON. I will agree thatafter to-day 
general debate in the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union shall be confined strictly 
|| to the tariff bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I give notice that on Wed- 
| nesday next, I will move that within three hours 
all general debate on the tariff bill shall cease in 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
\ Union. If it be the pleasure of the House, let 
|| the general debate proceed to-day, then we shall 
|| have a general debate on the tariff bill, and then, 
after the five minutes’ debate, we shall dispose of 
|| the question during next week. 
| Mr. TAPPAN. I desire to give notice that I 

will to-morrow insist on the House going into a 
|| Committee of the Whole Elouse, to take up and 
|| consider thesPrivate Calendar. 

Mr. DUNN. As gentlemen are giving their 

notices, I wish to say this: if gentlemen who have 
| the tariff bill in charge desire toJjhave it passed at 
'| this session, they had better get at it, and stop 
|, these speeches on all manner of subjects. There 
‘| are western members who do not take the same 
|| interest in the billas members from other sections, 
| and they want this House to adjourn before the 
|| dog days. For one, I will vote for business all 
, the time. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I trust the gentleman does 
| not mean to be understood as being opposed to 
| the tariff bill. 

Mr. COBB. I intend to make a speech on pol- 
itics generally; and I want to make it in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. But 
|| I prefer to hear of the final action of the Charles- 
ton convention Lefore I make my speech, because 
| if the result of that convention is likely to turn 
|| the Democratic party out to grass, as it were, 
|| [laughter,] I may not make a speech. If there 
|| is to be any necessity of again striving for the 
| perpetuity of the Union, I want to make aspeech 
|| to promote that perpetuity; and therefore I shall 
|| not agree to any definite action which may pre- 
|| vent me from giving my interesting views, not 
|| only to this House, but to the country. 
| Mr. STANTON. I desire to kiow what the 
| proposition of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is? I do not want any mis- 
'| understanding about it. 

'| The SPEAKER. The question is now upon 

|| the motion to suspend %he rules, and go into the 

| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
generally. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not want any general 
| understanding to be misunderstood. I want to 
know whether the proposition is to confine the 
|| debate to the tariff bill, or make it a special order 
| on Wednesday, and to limit the debate thereon. 
| Mr.SHERMAN. Iwill repeat the statement 
|| Imade It was, that after the territorial business 
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is disposed of, I would move to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 





THE CO 


’ 


and that l would move to close debate in two or | 


three hours after the committee should resume its 
consideration, so that we would only have the five 
minutes’ debate upon the bill. 

Mr. STANTON, 
should be adopted. 
more than three hours’ general debate upon the 
tariff bill and its various amendments. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentleman 
can discuss the tariff to-day. 

Mr. STANTON. I cannot get the floor. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to have the attention 
of the gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, for a moment. 
i think there is’some misapprehension on this 
side of the House in respeet to the proposition 
made by the gentleman from Ohio this morning, 


which [, for myself, am entirely in favor of—that 
's, that the bill be made a special! order in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


I do not think that course | 
I think there ought to be | 


The misapprehension to which [ refereed is, 


thet that course will secure the consideration of 
the bill. The bill is already before the committee, 
by a vote of a majority of the committee; and the 
only effect of making it a special order will be, 
not to hasten the consideration of the bill, but to 
confine the discussion in committee to the merits 
of the bill itself. Now, that Lam cutirely in favor 
of. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That is the proposition I | 


made firstg but it was objected to by the gentle- | 


man from Afwbama, [Mr. Coss.] My purpose 
was to confine the discussion in the committce to 
the tariff bill, to let it run as long as the commit- 


tee should desire, and then to cut off all general | 


discussion, and limit the debate to five-minute 
speeches, 

Mr. MILLSON. ButI do not understand that 
the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Grow] is objected to, which is, thatthe 


| that the House resolve itscif into the Committee 


bill be made the special order in the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union after to-day. 
Mr. HOUSTON, He did not make that prop- | 


osition. It was to confine the debate to the bil 

Mr. MILLSON., 
bate to the bill by general consent. 
quire unanimous consent. Ihave no objection to 
unanimous consent, if it can be obtained; but it 
will not probably be given. But I suggest to the 
gentleman that his proposition to terminate all de- 
bate in the Committee of the Whol® on the state 
of the Union next ‘Tuesday may defeat the very 
object he has announced, because I presume man 
gentlemen here are desirous of discussing the bill 
itself. [have no purpose of speaking upon the 
question; but I desire to hear discussion upon it; 
and therefore I suggest to the gentleman from 
Ohio that instead of giving notice that he will 
terminate all debate upon the bit next Tuesday, 
he will now move to make it the special order in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union after to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us see if we understand 
each other. Is it agreed that after to-day, incom- 
mittee, all debate shall be confined to the tariff 
bill until itis disposed of? Is there any objection 
to that? 

Mr. COBB. It is very strange that the gentle- 
man from Alabama has not made himself under- 
stood thus far, when he entered his protest against 
any such arrangement. I want to makeaspeech 
upon the state of the Union generally, if itis worth 
while to make it, which cannot be determined 
until we know the final action of the Charleston 
convention. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is an important bill, 
and its merits ought to be discussed; and if m 
colleague will allow that after to-day, by unani 
mous consent, all debate in committee shall be 
confined to the bill itself, and the amendments to 
the bill, there will be plenty other bills upon which 
he can deliver his speech im season. 

Mr. COBB. I am afrgid not; and I prefer to 
avail myself of the present opportunity. I am 
sure my colleague is anxious that I should make 
a speech, for he is well aware that it will be edi- 
fying. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam always interested in 
my colleague's speeches, both private and public; 
and I am always gratified in listening to him. 
But I desire to say a word to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Mazeow.) He seems to think it 





You cannot confine the de- | 
It would re- | 
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| House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


| the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


| for one hour each. 
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will require unanimous consent to change the 


| character of the debate upon the bill, so as to con- 


fine it to the provisions of the bill itself, instead 
of allowing it to ramble all over general political | 


| subjects. ‘That is true; but then the gentleman 


from Virginia makes a mistake in supposing it 
will not require preeisely the same character of 
consent to make the bill a special order. If you 
make it a special order, you give it priority over 


gency may be, it is a special order, and will con- | 
trol our action. Butif you agree to confine the | 
debate to the bill, there will be no difficulty, and 
if an emergency arises which renders it necessary 
to consider any other bill, such as the Post Office 
appropriation bill, we can lay aside the tariff bill, 
and pass to the consideration of that bill. That 
is What I want, and | hope my colleague will al- 
low all debate to be confined to the provisions of | 
this bill after to-morrow. 

Mr. COBB. Such an appeal, coming from such 
a source, never fails to be listened to with respect. 
1 willdo anything the House desires. I will either 
talk or allow them to talk to the business before 
the tlouse, the state of the-Union, or anything 


else; and therefore | withdraw all objection, trust- |} 


ing that the Louse will allow me tomake a speech 
whenever I desire, 

No further objection being made, it was ordered 
thatafter to-day all debate in the Committce of the 
Whole on the tariff bill shall be confined to the 
bill itself. 

The question then recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Suerman, that the rules be suspended, and 


of the Whole on the state of the. Union. 
‘yr 2 
The motion was agreed to. 


‘The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Curtis in 


seco acne A 


—_ 


bill (CH. R. No. 338) to provide for the payment 
of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize aloan, 
to regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes, on which Mr. Goocn was enti- 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. GOOCH and Mr. HALE addressed the 
committee on the political questions of the day, 
{Their speeches will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.] 

Mr. SFANTON. Mr. Chairman, [ have no |! 
prepared speech for this occasion, and itis the 
first time I have attempted to address the House 
or the committee for four years, except upon some 
question immediately pending for action. Four 
years ago I discussed the question of the power | 
of Congress over slavery in the Territories; and 
with the argument I made on that subject I am | 
still satisfied. I have not seen any satisfactory | 
answer to it, and I do not propose to reargue the | 


ee 





question. 

Let me say one word or two preliminary in 
regard to the tone and temper of the discussions 
which have prevailed in this Hall during the pres- 
ent session. It seems to me that they have indi- 
cated a great lack of statesmanship and dignity, 
and of that parliamentary courtesy indispensable | 
to the careful consideration of grave national 
questions. 

Gentiemen seem to forget that we are a people | 
covering twenty-five parallels of latitudeand forty | 
degrees of longitude, embracing every variety of 
soil and climate, and every variety of production, | 
of character, and of socix t inatianlenne. It seems 
to be imagined that we must all think alike, reason 
alike, come to the same conclusions; or that our 
differences of opinion shall be causes of bitterness 
and discord and strife. I apprehend if I had been 
born and educated at Norfolk, I should probably 
have entertained opinions very sygnilar to those 
entertained by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. 
somite, be if he had been born and educated 
upon the banks of the Ohio, he would probably 
have entertained opinions very similar to mine. 
If I had been born and educated in Turkey, I 
would probably have been a Mussulman; but, sir, 
born and educated ina Christian ate enter- 
tain the tenets of the Christian faith. hat al- 
lowauces are or have been made for the difference 
of soil and climate, education and habits? It 
seems to me that there ought to be a little charity 
extended for different opinions, different feelings, 
and different prejudices. Entering upon this dis- 
cussion with that feeling, if I should say anything 


ga EEE 


that grates harshly upon any gentleman’s preju- 


everything else, and I care not what the emer- || 





a re 


dices, it will be unintentional, and not designed. 

Mr. Chairman, before proceeding to the gis. 
cussion of the main question I desire to considey 
I wish to address a remark or two to the speech 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. ENGuisn,} 
Yesterday that gentleman spent a solid hour jn 
attempting to demonstrate that the Republican 
party was in favor of negro equality; in attempt. 
ingyto show that the Republican party was jn 
favor of social and political equality between the 
negro and white man—yes, sir, a solid hour, 
In the State of Ohio, and in all of the Northwest, 
if the gentleman will poll the Republican party, 
he will not find one in every thousand who is jy 
favor of extending equal social and political priy- 
ileges to the negroes. In the constitutional cop- 
vention of his own State, and in the constitutional 
convention of my State, the question of extend- 
ing equal politital privileges to the blacks was pre- 
sented, discussed, and decided, and in neither of 
them did it find advocates worthy of the name, 
and was rejected by almost a unanimous vote. |r 
is true, that the Democracy of the Northwest are 
very hard pressed. The gentleman from Indiana 
will not undertake to argue in favor of the princi- 
ples of the Democratic party, and say that the 
Constitution carries slavery into all of the Terri- 
tories. He will argue in favor of no such thing, 
here nor anywhere else, when he can possibly 
avoid it. P 

What then isto be done? Capital must be got 
up for the campaign in Indiana and the Northwest; 
and the only capital upon which they can go to 
the people, and hope for success, is by appealing 
to the poper prejudice against negroes. That is 
the whole story, all there is of it, or about it. 
There is no man, to my knowledge, in the Re- 
publican party, in either State, who is in favor of 
the extension of equal political and social priti- 
leges to negroes. The gentleman seems, however, 
to insist upon it, that because the constitution of 
the State of Indiana has not only disfranchised 
negrocs, but excludes them from the State, and 
deprived them of the means of subsistence, every 
man who stops short of that limit is in favor 
of negro equality. Now, while I do not approve 
of the doctrine of negro equality, I am not one 
who believes that negroes are beasts, and men 
who ought to be considered as outlaws in every 
a: I believe a negro is entitled to live upon 
the soil where he was‘born. I believe he has a 
right to the poneeene of his labor, to his earnings, 
and to his liberty. Thatis my opinion; butI do 
not choose to make him my equal socially and po- 
litically because Ido so believe. And I cannot 
very well comprehend the feelings which prompt 
men to wage a war upon a poor, down-trodden, 
helpless portion of community. 

here seems to be some terrible apprehension 
that if mere political rights, or any rights what- 
ever, are extended to negroes, they may come into 
competition with the whites. Is the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Eneutsn] distressed with the 
apprehension that some negro ae be a candidate 
for Congress in the New Albany district, and run 
in opposition to him? I ask the gentleman why 
this incessant warfare is waged upon negroes; 
why they are treated as outlaws, unless it 1s that 
some portion of the population is jealous that ne- 
groes may wage successful competition with them; 
may usurp their places,and occupy positions which 
they like to enjoy themselves?) Now,as I donot 
believe there is the least danger of any black or 
mulatto superseding me in my position here, or of 
obtaining any office in the district I represent; as 
[ have no apprehension whatever of anything of 
that kind, I entertain no jealousy of them, and no 
hatred towards them. All this talk is an appeal! 
to that low, vulgar, popular prejudice which wages 
war against the negroes, because the lowest man 
in society is himself always anxious to find some 
one lower than himself, upon whom he can look 
down and domineer over and treat as an inferior. 
That is the prejudice appealed to, and it consti- 
tutes the stock in trade of the Democrats of the 
Northwest. 

But let that pass. Mr. Chairman, I rose mainly 
for the purpose of replying to an argument deliv- 
ered early in the session by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Curry,] who, I am sorry to sec, 
is not present. He presented the question before 
the people in a statesmanlike manner; and the 
argument, therefore, demands a careful and cour- 
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teous reply. The gentleman from Alabama sets || in juxtaposition, and claiming that the black race |, throwing the Government, in the event of their 


out with the allegation that the great question || 


which underlies the party politics of the present | 
day is the question of the right of man to hold | 
property in man, he affirming that proposition. I] 
understood him to state it as a general proposi- 
tion in philosophy and in morals, not connected 
with existing institutions, but asa thing which 
exists in the nature of things apart from the ex- 
istence of slavery in any State, or of any provis- | 
ion of the Federal Constitution. I understood him 

to hold that it is legitimate, that it is sound po i 
losophy, for one man to hold nr another; | 
not a quesgion of color or condition, nota question 


| 
! 
} 
| 
| 
} 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 

| 
whether a white man may hold property in a ne- | 
ero; butaquestion whether, in the nature of things, | 
and consistently with the rights of man, one man 
ean make a chattel of another. He held the af- 
firmative of that proposition, while Ithold the neg- | 
ative; and that is the proposition | propose to | 
discuss. 


. 
Now, let it be remembered that this is entirely 1) 


outside of, and independent of, any question aris- 


the States. That is a question I do not propose | 


to interfere with, and with the origin of which I |, 


have no concern. Ido not propose to disturb it, | 
and therefore it is not my purpose to inquire | 
whether its origin is right or not. | am to con- 
sider what is the proper relation between man 
and man, as an original question in the original 
institution and construction of society—whether 
Robinson Crusoe might lawfully make a chattel 
of his man Friday. Now, the. first difficulty you 
encounter in the advocacy of such a principle as 
that is as to who shall be the master and who 
shall be the slave. 


| may legally be subjected to the white race. But, 


sir, it is not a question of race; itis a question of 


tion about his equality. What is he? Where | 
does he belong in the scale of creation? Is he a 


rational, accountable being, the proper subject of 
civil and moral government, or is he a beast? 
That is all the question. How do your laws treat 
him in Virginia? Ifa slave knock out his mas- 
ter’s brains, you arraign him in your courts, you 
indict him and try him and hang him for murder. 
Ifa horse kicks out his owner’s brains, you do 
not indict the horse for murder, do you? Why 


not? Why do you make the distinction? Because | 
| the one isa rational and accountable 


being, the 
proper subject of civiland mggal government, and 
the other is not. 


There is, then, a difference be- | 


being unable to combat it through the ballot-box. 


j, tis asserted here by genUemen on the other side 
the essential manhood of the party sought to be | 
subjugated. What is the negro? I make no ques- | 


—by one portion of them—that if a Republican 
President shall be elected, they will resist bis in- 
auguration forcibly. That is one proposition 
made on the other side of the House by the Dem- 
ocratic party. 

I take it for granted there can be no controversy 
about what that resistance amounts to. It can 
only be done by levying war against the United 
States. The thing threatened is treason against 
the United States. ‘There can be no controversy 
about that. 

Another portion say that, if a Republican Pres- 
ident is elected, they will secede from the Confed- 
eracy and organize a separate and independent 
coniederacy of their own. Whether that consti- 
tutes treason or not, is a matter of opinion, and 


tween a man and a horse—a difference as the sub- |; may be a matter of controversy; but it is, g@pver- 


ject of property and as the subject of governmenw 
Now, that being so, the accountability and ration- 


ality of the negro being recognized, it carries with | 
ing out of the existing institution of slavery in || 


it certain other consequences. According to my 


understanding of moral philosophy, there is no | 
other mode recognized among men whereby the | 


human race may be perpetuated, except through 


the instrumentality of the family relations—hus- | 


band and wife, parentand child. Whatever insti- 


| tution, therefore, utterly destroys and prostrates 


| with the essential attributes of humanity. The | 


If Robinson may lawfully | 


enslave his man Friday, may not Friday lawfully |) 


enslave Robinson? I can see no difference. 
so it must of necessity resolve itself into a ques- 
tion of physical power. If one man has the right 
to enslave another, it is because he is wiser or 
stronger, and by the aid of his intellectual or 
physical power, in some form or another, can sub- 
jugate another man to his will. That is the only 
philosophy there is init. The strong man may 
enslave the weak. If that be so, if Napoleon or 
Nicholas may, through the instrumentality of 


superior wisdom, or by combination of numbers, |) 


constitute themselves despots over millions, the 
existence of the power establishes the right. It | 
is precisely the same question, whether A 
cable to one man ruling the million, or whet 

itis applicable to one man ruling his fellow. If 


which will authorize one man to subjugate an- | 
other man to his will, then it is just as applicable 
to despots subjugatingwmillions, as it is to the in- | 
dividual. 


y | 
You are therefore cut loose from all moral ob- || 


ligations or moral restraint, and you resolve the | 
whole government of mankind into the sheer ques- | 
tion of brute force. It is said the white man may 
enslave the negro because he is his superior, phys- 
ically and intellectually. But it will be remem- 
bered, if mere superiority gives the title, then it 
is not simply that a white man may enslave the | 
negro because he is inferior, but that he may en- 
slave another white man who is his inferior. It 
is the inferiority of the slave and the superiority 
of the master upon which the right rests. It is 
not, therefore, a question of race or complexion. 
Now, that is not the Republican doctrine; it is 
not the Republican philosophy. 

I do not frold that superior strength or superior 
intellectual power gives to one man any right to 
enslave, or subjugate, or control another. I hold, 
and I believe the Republican party of the country | 
holds, to the doctrine of the natural equality of | 
man—that is, an equality of rights. 1 do not | 
mean to be misunderstood, when I speak of the 
equality of men. I do not mean that they are 
equal in strength, intelligence, social position, or 
political rights. I mean that every man has cer- 
tain natural, inherent, and inalienable rights. All 
have them equally alike, and to the protection of 
those rights they are all entitled. The right to 
live, the right to the enjoyment of a man’s own 
earnings, the right of locomotion, to go from place 
to place, are rights which all men have, without 





regard to their intellect, whether it be inferior or || 


superior. 
Mr. Chairman, this thing is obscured, and a 
mist is thrown over it by bringing the two races 





And || 





| perhaps I may be a little desultory. 
call the attention of the committee to another | 


these relations, brutalizes the man and Is at war 


chattelizing of men of necessity cuts up all these 
domestic relations. There can be no such thing as 
a marriage between slaves, because that is a per- 
manent, life-long union between the sexes. ‘The 
relation of parent and child is also one which is 
guarantied \ 

of social organization which utterly disregards it 
and tramples it under foot is a system which can- 
not be reconciled with the rights of man. 


Now, sir, these remarks bring me to the con- | 


clusion that one man may not legally hold prop- 
erty in another, as an original abstract question. 


|| LT say he may not, because you cannot distinguish | 
who shall be the master and who the slave, ex- | 


cept by giving the mastery to the strongest. phe 
he may not, because itis utterly inconsistent with 
the essential attributes of humanity, and with the 
fundamental laws that have been established by 


the Almighty for the government of the world in | 
all nations and in allages. There is nocountry, 
rer | 


there never was any country known in any age, 


|| where the family relation was not recognized. 


might gives the right; if strength is a warrant || You cannot abolish it, you cannot destroy it, | 


without bratalizingthatecommunity. Ihold, there- 
fore, that that system which is said to be right, 


which the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Curry] || 
/maintains is the highest type of civilization, 1s | 
essentially at war with the very first an 


which social organization can be sustained. 

Mr. Chairman, thé gentleman from Alabama is 
right in another thing. He says that that is the 
proposition which underlies all this controversy; 
and it is, for this plain reason: if this institution 


of slavery be the preferable form of civilization; | 


if one man may legally chattelize another and 
make him his property; then itis proper that you 


should propagate that relation and that insutu- || 
That is the | 


tion in all the unsettled Territories. 
form of civilization which you should adopt and 
establish in all your unsettled domain. If it be 


|, not, then I hold you ought not to propagate it, 


and ought not to establish it. It is therefore for 


that reason, and in that connection, that it becomes | 
| the ay of Congress to inquire into the inherent 


chaff&ter of the institution itseif—whether it be 
right, or whether it be wrong; whether it be the 
proper form of civilization or not. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I am going into this dis- 


cussion without any arrangement of thought, and 


proposition. 


»y the Jaws of nature; and that system || 


I wish to | 


We are now, probably for the first || my judgment disapproves of. 
time in our history, entering a new aspect of na- || be the 

tional politics. The safety of our institutions has || this si 
heretofore rested in the unquestionable loyalty of || 


| theless, equally fatal to the perpetuity of the ex- 


isting Government and the existing institutions 

of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, let us look this proposition 
straight in the face. Here is a political party for 
eight years in possession of the Government, 
wiclding its patronage, amounting to some eighty 
million dollars a year. The expiration of their 
lease of power approaches; and the question is 

|, made, as to whether they shall be continued 
| longer in power. They say to the people, * gen- 
tlemen, we are willing to take charge of this Gov- 
| ernment for four years longer, pretty much on the 
|, Same terms. We would like to do it, for it is 
|| rather agreeable than otherwise. If you do not 
|| choose to intrust us with this power, then we 
|| will resist any other man who may be placed in 
the presidential chair. We will rule this country 
|| or we will ruin it. We will overturn this Gov- 
| ernmentif we are not allowed to administer it our- 
| selves.”? That is the naked, undisguised prep- 
osition of the Democratic party in the year of 
grace 1860. [say it here in the hearing of gen- 
tlemen who have advocated these doctrines; and 
I do not know that any gentleman upon that side 
of the House has disclaimed that as being the 
|| settled purpose of the party. 
| Mr. NIBLACK. Eeaeenietienial from Ohio 
secths to take it for granted as a fair thing, when 
|| a statement is made and nobody gets up to con- 
tradict it, that all the members of the House are 
to be held bound by it, f would ask him why he 
' and others did not get up and disclaim the doe- 
|| trines enunciated by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Lovesoy] and others, with which lam 
sure he does not ec@incide? Is he to be censid- 
ered as indorsing those doctrines because he did 
not get up and disclaim them? 

Mr. STANTON. Gentlemen of the other side 
of the House, of all shades of opinions and from 
|| all sections of the Confederacy, have exercised 
| the liberty of speech here pretty extensively. 
|, There has been no gag upon them; and, sir, [do 
|} not now remember a single gentleman of them all 
| who, in discussing this subject of the presidential 
|| election, has disclaimed it to be the purpose of his 
| party to revolutionize and overthrow this Gov- 
| ernment, in the event of a defeat at the ballot-box. 

Mr. NIBLACK. This thing, then, Mr. Chair- 
mang amounts to this: if we do not, when these 

charges are made against us, get up and make a 
| speech defining our positions, we are to be held 
|| as indorsing those who do speak. Itis a conclu- 
sion I repudiate. As the gentleman from Ohio 
has made certain charges against this side of the 
| House, andas I am one of the members included, 
|| | beg to say to him that I disclaim being bound 
|| by anything that has been said by any member 
|| of this or the other side. When the proper time 
|| arrives to give the House my opiniens on these 
| subjects, | will do so; but at this time I deny the 

aaieaing of any man upon this side of the House 
by his speech to bind me to -? — which 
j velieve that to 
yosition of the majority of the members on 

i of the House. 


Mr. STANTON. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 think that the majority 


the whole people from one end of the Confederacy || have made speeches the other way. 


to the other; in their unquestioned submission to || 
the great verdict of the people, pronounced at the 


ballot-box in a constitutional manner. 


Youhave | 
now, sir, for the first time in the history of the || 


Mr. NIBLACK. The majority of this side of 
‘| the House have not yet spoken, and they will 
not probably for some time to come. 


Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman, I know no 


country, a political party organized on the express || other mode of ascertaining the opinions and pur- 
doctrine, agd with the avowed purpose, of over- || poses of a party except by taking the publicly- 
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expressed opinions of the great mass of Its lead- 
ing men; its representative men; its men who are 
intrusted with power, and who enjoy the confi- 
dence of the people they represent; and when 
they come here, without contradiction, by an un- 
broken current of speeches and declarations upon 
that side of the House, and announce that it is 
their purpose to overturn this Government or to 
rule it, | think surely there 
doubt on that head. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I wish to say a word here 
for the benefit of the gentleman from Olio, and 


can be no 


further | 


for the benefit of other gentlemen who may deem 


that he is correct inthe position he assumes. Any 
gentleman, of any party, who will take the posi- 
tion in my district, or in any other district of the 
Northwest—it is certainly so in Indiana—that he 


will revolutionize this Government in the event of 


any result of any « lection, would not ret five hun- 
dred votes, whatever might | C his yp rsonal pop- 
ularfy. There is no difference of opinion in the 
Northwest on the question at all,if there be in 
reality any in any section of the Union. While 
that is our position, | do not deem that it 1s ne- 
ccssary always to get up and disclaim the charge 
when the contrary is alleged. The position I 
have stated is, so faras | know, that of all thos: 
around m«¢ 
the country that I do. 
Mr. STANTON. 


I know thatit is not neces- 


who come from the same section of 


sary for a gentleman to get up and disclaim every | 


expression of sentiment which may be made by | 


others, and in which he caunot agree; butit would 
seem, Mr. Chairman, that this isa matter of such 


great magnitude as to call for an expression of 


opinion all around. If the representative men 
of the party—not one, not two, but more than 
twenty—have declared in our hearing that it is 
their purpose, and the purpose of the party to 
which they belong, to revolutionize this Govern- 
ment, itis about ume that some of those whoas- 
sume the contrary position began to speak. 

Mr. NIBLACK. It was manifest that the 
rentlemen who spoke in the manner referred to 
by the gentleman only spoke for the section which 
they represented. — If they had attempted to have 
spoken for my section, then would have been the 
time for us to have made the disclaimer: but they 


have not done so; they spoke for themselves,and 


themselves alone. . 
Mr. STANTON. [ am sorry, but it is the fact, 
that there are not many members of the Demo- 
cratic party outside of that section. [Laughter.} 
Mr. Chairman, there is another thing. It 1s 
not merely confined to declarations in this House. 
Who has forgotten that, during the present ses- 
sion, on the nomination of & minister to France, 
when a proposition was made in the Senate to in- 
quire whether he entertained those opinions, it 
was answered by gentlemen of the other side that 


no inquiry need be made on the subject, because | 


there was no doubt he entertained those opinions, 
and that they concurred with him? 

The proposition [ submit to you, Mr. Chair- 
man, and to the American people, is, that a party 
that inadvance avows a treasonable purpose, and 
has declared its disloyalty to the Constitution and 


the Union, is not entitled to the public confidence, | 


and ought not to be intrusted with the Govern- 


ment. When I talk about a treasonable purpose, 


I do not mean there is necessarily anything dis- | 


reputable in it. [remember that Washington was 
a traitor to the British Government. It may be 
that the oppression may be unendurable, and that 


they may have arrived at a point which changes | 
the quality of treason; but, nevertheless, that is | 


the constitutional definition of the offense. 
Mr. ENGLISH. 
me to say a word? 
Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 
Mr. ENGLISH. I claim only to be an humble 


Will the gentleman allow 


member of the Democratic party; but I think that | 


it will be remembered that [announced distinctly, 
upon this floor, in a speech which I had the honor 
to make at an carly period of the session, that I 


did not believe a corporal’s guard of the Demo- | 


cratic party of the North would be willing to go 
out of the Union, or make any effort in that di- 
rection, because of the mere election of an objec- 
tionable man to the Presidency. 

Mr. STANTON. They recognize political fel- 
lowship with a party, all of whom upon this floor, 
from the other section of the Union, so far as | 


know, do avow this doctrine. They are main- | 


THE CON 


| whereas all that was said at any time by any gen- 
_ tleman, was, thatin the opinion of that gentleman, 
| or in the opinion of that gentleman’s constituents, 
| the election of such an individual would furnish a 


| placed it. id net mean to be understood as say- 
_ placed it. L did net mean to be understood as 


° 


/ it ought not to be done. 
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taining and strengthening that political sent- | 
ment and that political party which avows this | 
treasonable purpose. ‘There is no controversy 
about that. ‘They are endeavoring to build upa 
sympathizing party in the free States, and to give 
them their aid in obtaining the control of the 
Government. 

I hold, sir, as an intelligent American citizen, 
looking to the perpetuity of our institutions and 
to their welfare, that itis my first duty to see to it 
that noenemy ofour Government, no enemy tothe 
institutions of our country, shall be intrusted with 
the power and patronage of that Government. I 
vill not inquire what his opinions may be on the 
subject of slavery; whether he is for its extension 
into the ‘Territories or otherwise. If he has 
avowed that he cares more for his party than he 
does for his country; if he has avowed that his 
party purpose and his revolutionary purpose are 
stronger than his patriotism, is not that a sufii- 
cient reason Why I should exclude him from any 
place of honor or trust? 

Mr. MILLSON. I cannot say that I regard 
the course of the gentleman from Ohio as fair. 
There are at this time not half a dozen members 
of the Democratic party present; and yet the gen- 
tleman is speaking in the hope that he shall be able 
to take advantage of the silence of members as 
evidence of assent. 

Now, sir, L say, for one, that I have not, in any 
remarks L have ever submitted to the House, ad- 
dressed myself at any me to the question the 
rentleoman is now considering, and Ido not mean 
to be drawn into any untimely or unnecessary 
expression of my own position; but I take leave 
to suggest to the gentleman that he is altogether 
in error in supposing that a solitary member of 
the Democratic party, North or South, has ever 
declared that it was the purpose of that party to 
destroy the Union in the event of the election of 
an Opposition candidate to the Presidency. 

Mr. STANION. My sense of hearing has 
deceived me terribly if that be not so. If the gen- 
tleman will have the goodness to go over the speech 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
McPuerson,|and look at the extracts therein con- 
tained from the speeches made upon the other side 
of the House, he will find that there were more 
than twenty speeches made upon this floor in 
which it was distinctly avowed that the election 
of a Republican President—Governor Sewarp 
was frequently named—or any other man repre- 
senting his views upon what they denominated a 
sectional platform, would, of itself, be a sufficient 
cause for a dissolution of the Union. Does the 
ecntleman from Virginia question that? 

Mr. MILLSON. No, sir, I do not question it. 
That is what L affirm; but the gentleman stated 
that it had been said repeatedly upon this floor 
that it was the purpose of the Democratic party— 
that members had declared that it was the purpose 
of the Democratic party—to dissolve the Union; 


just occasion for a dissolution of the Union. 
Mr. STANTON. It may be true I have not 
putittechnically in the form in which I should have 


ing that they had avowed it as the purpose of the 
Democratic party, as a party organization; but 
what I did mean to be understood as saying was, 
that the leading influential representative men 
of the party here, who are the authorized expo- 
nents of the opinions, principles, and purposes 
of the party, had each, severally for hygpelt, 
expressed that purpose. And I take the untform 
expression of opinion of men oomeny'*6 that rep- 
resentative position, uncontradicted, as the ex- 
»ression of the opinions and purposes of the party. 
Phat is all. I do not think they will put it in the 
»latform at Charleston, nor, perhaps, will they at 
Daltimore. 

Jut this is the purpose avowed by men who 
lead and control that party, and it will not be dis- 
claimed now. The gentleman from Virginia, while 
disclaiming it as having been avowed as a party 
purpose, does notdisclaim that itis his opinion that 
The gentleman does not 
disclaim that in his own judgment and in his opin- 
ion it would be a sufficient cause for the dissolution 
of the Union. ; 

Mr. MILLSON. It is evident that the gentle- 


* 
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| the election of a Republican President. 


man desires an expression of my personal opinion, 
i do not concede the right of the gentleman to re. 
quire it. I have the right to express or withhold 
my opinions until my own selected time, and] 
did not mean that the gentleman should infer that 
I occupied one position or the other upon that 
subject; least of all did I design that the gentle. 
man should draw the inference he seems desiroys 
to draw. 

Sir, the gentleman calls upon me for an ex. 
pression of my own opinion, and I will give it to 
him. What ts disunion? What docs disunion 
mean? It means battle and murder; it means 
widows and orphans; it means tears and lamenta- 
tions and anguish; and if any contingency should 
ever arise which, in my opinion, invoked the de- 
cision of so awful, so momentous a question, sir, 
I should seek some place of retirement, and there 
pray that Almighty wisdom would enable me to 
dispose of that issue, too great for the feebleness of 
man. 

Mr. STANTON. There is no gentleman upon 
that side of the House who occupies, and who 
deservedly oceupics, a more prominent, distin- 
guished, and leading position, than the gentleman 
from Virginia. His integrity and his sincerity 
are unquestioned upon either side of the House; 
and yet the gentleman from Virginia does not fee] 
prepared to say now that he is mot in favor of a 
secession, or dissolution, in the event of the clec- 
tion of a Republican President. But let that 
pass. 

Mr. Chairman, my own settled conviction is 
that the only mode by which this Union can be 
perpetuated and our institutions maintained, is by 
I have 
no belief that if a Republican President be consti- 
tutionally elected there will be any difficulty about 
their administering the Government. 

Mr. HUGHES. I desire to ask the gentleman, 
when the leading member of the Republican party 
announces the proposition that slavery must be 
abolished, and that you and I must do it, must he 
not mean the abolition of slavery in the States? 
And I wish to know from him whether the elec- 


| tion of a President announcing such a sentiment 


as that, elected by a sectional vote, elected by a 


| large popular er at the North, would not 
ir 


be an aggressive act through the ballot-box upon 
the South, and whether he supposes the South 
would submit to such an act of aggression? 

Mr. STANTON. I regret that my friend from 


| Maryland had not read the speech from which 


he quotes, instead of contenting himself with ex- 
tracts. If he had read the speech, he would have 
found that the expression in reference to abolish- 
ing slavery, and that ** you and I must do it,” 
was explained by the further declaration that it 
must not be done by any physical foree—must 
not be done by any interference with the affairs 


| of the slaveholding States—but by the moral force 


and power of truth, disseminated among the slave- 
holding as well as the free States, which would 
ultimately bring about the abolition of slavery. 

Mr. HUGHES. But the phrase was, ‘‘ You 
and I must do it.”’ 

Mr.STANTON. Yes; accompanied with that 
explanation as to the mode of doing it. 

Ir. HUGHES. By getting hold of the power 
of the Government. 

Mr. STANTON. Not at all; but the mode of 
doing it was by enlightening the minds of men 
living south of Mason and Dixon’s line. 

Mr. HUGHES. Perhaps by changing the 
character of the Supreme Court? 

Mr. STANTON. 1am decidedly of the opin- 
ion that the character of that court might be very 
essentially improved by a change. 

Mr. HUGHES. Do you advocate a reorgani- 
zation of that court? 

Mr. STANTON. 
ization of that court. 

I said, Mr. Chairman, that I believed that was 
the only way to perpetuate this Union. I believe 
it will be found, before the Republican party has 
been in office six months, that the purposes of the 
Republican party are purely national; that it has 
no aggressive purpose; that it will protect all sec- 
tions of the Confederacy in the enjoyment of their 
equal constitutional rights; and the country,will 
then become satisfied that all this cry of ‘mad 
dog,’’ raised against the Republican party, isa 
delusion. 

Now, sir, for eight long weeks gentlemen here 


I am in favor of a reorgan- 








Spee tally ee 


ma 
ray 
an 


St 





Opinion, 
an to re. 
Withhold 
le, and] 
nfer that 
90N that 
e gentle. 

CSirous 


an €X. 
IVE it to 
lisunion 

Means 
amenta- 
y should 
| the de. 
ion, Sir, 
nd there 
le me to 
eness of 


mn upon 
nd who 
, distin- 
ntleman 
incerit 

ong 
not fee] 
orofa 
he elee- 
et that 


‘tion is 
can be 
d,is by 
I have 
consti- 
y about 


leman, 
1 party 
lust be 
Lust he 
States ? 
e elec- 
timent 
by a 
Id not 
¢ upon 
South 
> 


1 from 
which 
th ex- 
| have 
olish- 
> #,” 
that it 
-must 
iffairs 
| force 
slave- 
vould 
ery. 

*You 


h that 


ower 


de of 
men 


- the 


opin- 
very 


yani- 
‘gan- 


was 
lieve 
‘has 
f the 
has 
sec- 
heir 
will 
mad 
isa 


here 


tara ile 9 





Joncas 


ce pile ie tet ai hla Se, 


a el 


1860. 


made speeches, and incorporated into them the | 
ravings of Wendell Phillips and Lloyd Garrison, 
and every eXtravagant fanatic in the whole free | 
States of the Confederacy, and disseminated them 
broadcast, by tens of thousands, through the | 
slaveholding States, as the opinions and princi- | 
ples of the Republican party. ; 

Mr. BARR. I ask the gentleman if your 
party has not done the same thing with the | 
<peeches made on our side? 

“Mir, STANTON. We have notcirculated any- 
thing, except the speeches made by gentlemen 
on this floor. I have circulated the speech of the 
distinguished gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. 
CRAWFORD, | and various speeches of that sort. 
Gentlemen havea right to circulate speeches made 
on this floor; but speeches made by Phillips, lec- | 
tures delivered by Garrison, and extracts from 
the Liberator, have been incorporated by gen- 
tlemen @ the other side in their speeches, and | 
have been disseminated through the South as the 
opinions of the Republican party; and the great 
mass of the people of the South entertain the | 
opinion that these are correct expositions of the | 
purposes ofthe Republican gy bs You may 

madden them and infuriate them, by the dissem- | 
ination of that idea; but when a Republican Pres- | 
ident has been six months in power, then it will | 
be demonstrated that that was a delusion, and 

that the Republican party is secking for. nothing | 
that has not been recognized in the first sixty 
years of the administration of the Government as 














purely and strictly national. I undertake to say || 


to you, sir, that the Republican party to-day holds 
no principle, advocates no policy, that has not 
been recognized by every political party, in its | 
turn, from the organization of the Government to 
the present day. Not one. You cannot name 
to me a principle recognized by the Republican 
party, incorporated into its platform, avowed by | 
any authorized exponent of its opinions, that I 


cannot show you in the principles and platforms || 


of every political party, and in the speeches of 
every public man who has been on the stage of 
action during the last sixty years, since the or- 
ganization of the Government, until the last ten 
or fifteen years. ¢ 
Gentlemen do not really controvert that fact. 
They say: ‘it is very true, there was a strange 
set of men on the stage of action at the time of 
the Revolution. They did not comprehend the 
slavery question very well. They did entertain 


some anti-slavery notions, which we do not ap- | 


prove. They do not comprehend it. They did 
aot investigate it. We, on the contrary, have 
zone over this whole question. We have exam- 
ined it thoroughly, and have made up our minds 
that they were in error.”’ 

Suppose, for the purpose of argumenf, that that 
he so. With the opinions which the founders of 


the Government entertained, they framed a Con- | 


stitution; they put a patriotic construction on it, 
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ublican organization in every slaveholding State |, sociate with those who make the charge ef degrada- 
in less than six months; and I do not believe but || tion against them. 
that the custom-houses at Charleston and New | Mr. STANTON. It is not worth while for us 
Orleans will be able to find officers without going || to get into a passion about it. We may as well 
very far from the place of the receipt of customs. | keep cool. I know that I have seen enough of the 
Now, Mr. Chairman, if this Democratic party |) institution of slavery, with the liftle intercourse I 
is to succeed; and if they are to establish, by an- |) have had with it, to know thatamongst the slaves 
other presidential election, by another popular |, themselves they regard a poor laboring white man 
verdict, that slavery is a national institution, and | as their equal or inferior. A slave will tell you, 
| is carried into all the Territories of the Confed- || when he looks at a poor white laboring man, that 
| eracy by force of the Federal Constitution, why, |, he is white trash—a sand-hiller. 
then, a collision is to continue between the two Mr. SINGLETON. You get your cue from 
sections of the Confederacy; for I tell you that || the negroes, then? 
| whatever the Supreme Court may doa what-,;; Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Mis- 
evera seennnie convention may proclaim, and |) sissippi had better keep his temper, for he will 
ple may ratify at the ballot-box, |; not make anything; Ie cannot get Me out of my 
| the sentiment that slavery is local and freedom |! good humor. 
national will be insisted upon as determinedly; |, Mr. SINGLETON. Then treat the people of 
my section respectfull 


| Mr. STANTON. 


| 


i have endeavored toggeat 
‘| gentlemen respectfully. If 1 have violated the 
|| rules of parliamentary order or gentlemanly de- 
{| corum, I would beg the gentleman to state it. 
Mr. SINGLETON. You have aspersed the 
laboring men of my section. You have said that 
| the white laborer in the South was degraded, 1 
| L | regard the white laborers of my State as gentle- 
stroy the institution by restricting it to its pres- || men. I have associated with them all my life. I 
ent limits? I beg to know, in all scriousness, || do not know one man who is in the habit of work- 
| whether the great leading object and purpose of || ing side by side on a cotton plantation with his 


c= : ; ee ? i} i ° e ‘ 
the Republican party, in circumscribing usand pre- || slaves, who feels that in this there is any degra- 


maintain that doctrine at the ballot-box. 
| Mr.SINGLETON. §Idesire to ask the gentle- 
| Man aquestion;and I know, from his charactcris- 
| tic candor, that he will answer me fairly. You 
say it is not the purpose of the Republican party | 
to interfere with slavery where 1t now exists. 
| What, then, is your object in preventing the South 
from going into the Territories, if it be not to de- 


‘ 
| venting us going into the Territories, is not the |! dation. They are gentlemen, sir, and are not in 
| consciousness that, if slavery"be kept within its |; any way demoralized by this association. 


|| Mr.STANTON. [should be glad to know how 
|| the position I take can be conveniently refuted. 
Take a mechanic from a free State, and put him 
into a slaveholding State; let him be brought into 
| competition with slave labor; let the value of his 
‘| labor be dependent upon that competition; and 


what will be the effect upon him? I submit the 


| present area, it must perish in halfacentury from 
Is not that your purpose? 
Mr.STANTON. I willanswer that very fully, | 
| and I trust satisfactorily, if my time will permit | 
| me. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 want to know, from the 


gentleman from Ohio, whether he does not think | 


i| it will have that effect; andif that is not the belief ] poopormntes: I go, if you please, to Kansas or Ne- 


of his party? »raska, and settle down at Leavenworth or Omaha 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman, the Repub- || City. There goes also a carpenter from a free 
| lican party is opposed to the extension of slavery || State and settles in the same place, and pursues 
| into free Territories mainly—I think I might say || his trade. 1 want a house built, and I ask him for 
| solely—because freeand slavelaborcannotgo there || how much he will do the job. He ciphers the 
together. The admission of slave labor is the ex- || matter out, and he will tells me, perhaps, that the 
| clusion of free labor. It is because we will not || cost will be $2,500. ‘* Why, bless you, my good 
| permit free labor and the dignity of free men to || fellow,’ I may reply, ‘I can go to Westport and 
_ be degraded from being brought into contact and || buy a carpenter for $1,500; and I cannot afford to 
| competition with slave labor, that we do not want || pay any such price as $2,500.’ Your white la- 
slavery to go into the Territories. That is the || borer is exposed to that sort of competition. So 
essential reason. || it is in whatever employment he may follow. 
|| Now, Mr. Chairman, I have no desire, nor is it || Working together in the same ficld, a white la- 
|| my purpose, to embarrass the slaveholding States || borer and a slave laborer, there cognes along a 
|| by confining slavery within its present limits, if || sheriff, and he levies upon the slave, takes him oft 
there is any mode of escaping from it. If, asthe || and sells him at auction, as you would a horse. 
gentleman from Mississippi secms to suppose, the || It is this contact and association that it seems to 
confining of slavery to its present limits neces- || me cannot fail to have a degrading influence upon 
|| sarily brings about its extinction, I pray you, sir, || the social position of the white man who is en- 
what sort of confession is that of the character of || gaged in the same kind of toil that the slave is. 











as Presidents, Senators, Representatives in Con- 
rress, and judges of the courts. What I claim 
s that, whether their opinions are sound or un- 
sound, they are the opinions incorporated in the 
Constitution. If they were in error in that par- 
ticular; if these gentlemen have discovered new 
iight; if they find that a different set of political 
orinciples are the true political philosophy of the 
imes, that does not change the Constitution. The 
nen who made the Constitution differed with you. 


You propose a thorough and complete revolution | 


of the whole Government. You propose to re- 
verse the principles of the founders of the Con- 
sutution,on the theory that you have investigated 
the subject more carefully. That may be a good 
reason for amending the Constitution. Call a 
convention, gentlemen; cry it in your several 
States; modify the Constitution; but, in God’s 
name, do not undertake to amend by construction. 
Do not undertake, because you have got wiser 
than your fathers, to undo their work, and puta 
construction on it which they never contemplated. | 

All L ask is that you shall take that Constitu- 


| 
| 
the institution? || Mr. SINGLETON. Why, sir, one half of 

Mr. SINGLETON. There is a very simple || our cotton planters go upon their plantations and 
reason to be stated in proof of my remark. The || labor side by side with their slaves. They have 
slave population at the South is increasing very || no further association with them than is necrs- 
rapidly—much more so, indeed, than the white || sary to keep them at their work, and in their 
population; and it does not require the gift of || sre place. Does the gentleman —- that 
prophecy to foresee the result, unless we are al- || 1, who may be a cotton planter, would degrade 

wed to expand in some direction. Expansion |! myself by handling my plow in the field where 
we must have or slavery dics, and with it the || my slaves are at work? Does he charge that? 
safety and prosperity of the South. || Mr.STANTON. The gentleman from Mis- 

And the gentleman talks about free and slave || sissippi must have strangely misunderstood me. 
labor not being compatible in the same commu- || I said that the man who is dependent upon his 
nity, and the former being degraded by the latter. || daily toil for his daily bread, and not the man who 
|| The impression is attempted tobe made, by the | owns a cotton plantation. 
|| gentleman’s speech, that there is no free labor in || Mr. SINGLETON. How can you suppose 
| the South. Let me say that there are free white || it will affect the man who docs not own a planta- 
| laborers in the State of Mississippi, and through- || tion any more than it does the man who does own 
| out the South, who work side by side with the || one? 

slave laborers upon the cotton seed oie. and || Mr.STANTON. The man who ownsthe plan- 
who do not feel themselves thereby at all de- || tation, and the slaves on it, does not work upon 
graded. || the plantation as the equal, but as the master of 





| 
| 
| 


|” Mr. STANTON. 


I understand that there are | 


the slaves. He is no more upon an equality with 
them than he is with his horse. 





tion, with the construction put upoifit by the men 
who framed it; and carry out the aateaialen which 
—- incorporated into it, and which they adopted 
in the practical administration of the Government. 
That is precisely what a Republican Administra- 
tion will do. Ido not care who may be elected 
the Republican President; six months of his ad- 
ministration will satisfy anybody that you are all 


| free laborers in the South; but I also understand 
that a man who is dependent in the South upon 
| his daily toil for his daily bread—not the owner of 
a cotton plantation, but a man who is dependent 
/upon his toil, compelled to cupport his family— 
| must, by contact and association with slave labor, 
be a degraded man ina slaveholding community. 
Mr. SINGLETON. The gentleman is utterly |, 
| mistaken. There are hundreds and thousands of 
free white laborers in the South, who cultivate | 


Mr. SINGLETON. No more are the white 
| laboring men of the South. They do not asso- 
\\eiate with the slaves ortreatthemasequals. They 
|| have nothing whatever to do with them, except 
‘| that they may work in the same field together. 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman, there are 
some strange practical results growing out of this 
institution. If it be not as I state, will the gentle- 
man tell me how it is, and why it is, that there 





perfectly safe in his hands. There will be a Re- || the soil with their slaves, who would scorn fo as- || canbeno manufacturers, artisans, and independe 
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eomanry, ina slaveholding State ? Why is that? | 
Jo not gentlemen know? Does the gentleman 
from South Carolina sleep upon a bed made in his | 


| area; and when that limit is reached, then that || made a source of subsistence for the human fam- 


| calamity which the gentleman dreads must come, ||-ily, there is little danger of the people of this 
| and no expansion can save it. It is only a ques- || continent, a thousand years hence, starving for 
tion of time;and it isa question whether we should || want of bread. In a slaveholding community jt : 
Mr. ASHMORE. Yes, sir. || take hold of the thing to-day, and remedy the evil || is a very different thing. You cultivate the soi] i 
Mr. STANTON. Does he wear a fabric of || where it exists at present, or whether we willper- || till its productive —_ is destroyed. You : 
any description manufactured in his own State? || mit it to go on and accumulate untilit will bemore || multiply your slave population till it becomes a 

Mtr. ASHLIMORE. At home I often do, but not || difficult to eradicate. || dangerous element in society. You increase slaye 





own State ? 


here. 





Mr. STANTON. Why is it? Because there 
is no encouragement to enterprise, none to inven- 
tion. You must stimulate the mechanic arts by 
establishing a system of labor which confers its 
benefits upon the inventor, the manufacturer 
himself. What does the slave care for manufac- 
turing fine fabrics? He does not gain anything 
by it. Whatdoes he care about inventing labor- 
saving machinery ?—it saves him nothing. Hence 
you find that all the patents come from Connec- 


tice and the Yankee States, and the other free | 
You find labor-saving machinery and | 


States. 
mechanical operations are confined principally 
and substantially to the free States. They are 


not in the South, because free labor there has no | 


encouragement; and more than that, free labor 
must be intelligent. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman from || 
Ohio will readily see that the argument he ad- | 


dresses to the slave population will apply aT 
to the white. When population becomes so ¢ 


will begin their work. Everybody understands 
that. The very argument of eampeeenen, which 


goes to show that as population increases among || 


the slaves, the difficulty of keeping them in that 


from non-employment. But the same argument 


| applies, and perhaps in a higher degree, to the 
| white population. 
claim there is no obligation upon us to anticipate. 
| We Representatives of the 7 


But that is a day which we 


ave States have the 
right to share in the common Territories of the 
Union. We cannot admit a policy to be wise and 


ense, | 
whether free or slave, the checks upon population 


labor till its value is diminished; and, in every 


_ mode, yort are constantly depreciating the pro- 
| ductive capacity of the country where slavery 


exists. You are therefore under the necessity of 
sull cursing new fields with the institution which, 


| inmy judgment, has cursed those where it alre ady 


exists. 


Mr. HUGHES I wish to reply toone obserya- 


| tion of the gentleman from Ohio in regard to the 
| position increases, also shows that that difficulty || 
| arises not from apprehension of revolution, but 


exhaustion of the soil. I venture to assert, in the 


| presence of the Representatives of oe dag of 


the United States, that there has beenMhore im- 
provement made in agriculture within the last ten 
years in the slave States than in any other portion 


| of the United States; and there are now in the 
| South more improved modes of agriculture, and 


improvements of soil, than in any section of the 


| United States. The gentleman will scarcely deny 

that there has been more improvement in cavical- 
ture in Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia, than 
in any other section of the Union. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Before the gentleman from 
Ohio takes his seat I desire to prepound to him 
one question, if I can get his attention. In the 
| course of the gentleman’s remarks he made use 
of an expression which was a rather remarkable 
one for him, or any other gentleman on that side 
of the House—that is, that free labor is not a lin- 
gering, helpless thing, but is able to take care of 
itself. That I concede; but if that be the case, 
what necessity is there for seizing upon all the 
powers of the Government for the purpose of 
protecting that kind of labor, to the exclusion of 
other labor? Why not leave the Territories free 
and open to competition between free and slave 
labor, and let that which is most advantageous, 
most powerful and strongest, prevail? — 

Mr. STANTON. One word, Mr. Chairman, 
in reply te the gentleman from Indiana. If [ un- 
derstand the doctrine of the Democratic party, 
it protects stavery in the Territory until a State 
government is organized. Thatis not all. When 
this incipient State government is organized asa 
free State, and there are a thousand slaves there, 
you cannot emancipate them; you are compelled 
to buy them out, and they cost $1,000,000. Now, 
sir,a free State, with free labor, does not want to 


You cannot have a free laboring population in 
a community where you can have no schools. I 
do not know of a common school between the Po- 
tomac and the Rio Grande. There are a few 
colleges. Of necessity it must be so as a general 
rule. Ina free State, where every man is the mas- 
ter of his own earnings, the head of his own fam- 
ily, he requires but a small space to occupy and 
cultivate for their support. But go into a slave- | 
holding State, and the planter who has twenty or 
thirty slaves, and who has half a dozen families, | 
must have a section or two of land to support 
them. The consequence is, that the white popu- 
lation must be sparse. You cannot have them 
compact; you cannot have school-houses and 
churches in every neighborhood, because the pop- 
ulation cannot sustain them. 

But that is notall. The tendency of this dis- 
semination of edu€ation among the laboring pop- | 
ulation is to extend it to the slaves; but you ean- || slavery into a Territory against the will of the 
not educate the slaves, because that is the seed of || slaveholders. But protection was afforded to it; | 
insurrection. ‘| and the South was guarantied the right to go into | 

Mr. SINGLETON. I can inform the gentle- || the territory south of 36° 30’ with their slaves. 
man why itis that the South has not been more || But you were not ccntent with that; you wanted | 
extensively engaged in manufactures and the me- || all; you inaugurated a struggle, and put on foot 
chaniec arts. [tis because it is more Yo our inter- || a controversy for the possession of all the Terri- 
est tovengage in the culture of cotton, to suppl tories; and if you get the worse of it, itis no work 
the markets of the world with that material. || of ours. 

Sut Twill @ll the gentleman that, if the course || The gentleman from Virginia says the same 


just and humane, which gives all to one section 
of the Union against the common right of the 
other. 

Mr. STANTON. It is rather late in the day 
for the gentleman from Virginia to complain that 
the North is seekjng to monopolize the Territo- 
ries. There was a line of partition within which 
slavery might go, and beyond which it might not 
go; but by the vote of the gentleman it was taken 
down at disregarded. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. But the gentleman 
will remember, and I bee he will, that, in that | 
respect, the rule was not even. You professed to 
| prohibit slavery north of 36° 30’, and then gave 

us permission to have slavery south of that line, 

| Should certain circumstances require it, It was 
imperative upon the one side, but not upon the 
other. 

Mr. STANTON, Nobody proposed to force 


le 
' 





oer 


which has been pursued by the North is perse- | 
vered in a little while longer, and we are com- | 
pelled to a separate organization, we will soon | 


improve in our knowledge of arts and manufac- 
tures; and we shall very soon develop a sufficient 


skill in those departments among us, to manu- | 


facture everything in the South which is needed 
by them. We think now it is for our interest to 
buy manufactured articles from the North, and 
to devote our energies to the cultivation of cot- 
ton, corn, rice, &c 


Mr. STANTON. 


ent state of things, it would be that the South 





If there were anything that | 
would induce me to desire to perpetuate the pres- | 


cause will operate to demand the extension of ter- 
ritory for the free population. There is no trouble, 


so far as free-labor civilization is concerned, about 
its being able to maintain itself upon any reason- 


able limit. Free-labor eivilization is not that help- 
less being thatis compelled to change its location 
on account ofthe exhaustion of the soil, or because 
there is not enough land for the whole population 
to cultivate. Free-labor civilization establishes a 
diversity of pursuits; it builds up manufacturing 


> 


| towns and villages; it inaugurates and establishes 


new and important improvements in agriculture; 
it preserves the fertility of the soil; and it has the 


| capacity to sustain a large population upon asmals 
| surface. 


be borne down and crippled, and compelled on 


| the organization of its State government to buy 


out the Igboring population that belongs to the 
slaveholders there; and they ought not to be. 
Further than that: free labor is able to take care 
of itself; but if the Territory is under the govern- 
ment of slavery rule, then the laboring population 
must, of necessity, be excluded from all the ad- 
vantages that result from free-labor civilization, 
such as the institution of schools, the establish- 
ment of a free press, free speech, and all the priv- 
ileges that are enjoyed in a free State, but which 
cannot be enjoyed ina slaveholding State, because 
they are inconsistent with the institution of sla- 


should introduce manufactures among themeelves, very. Thatis why. Imay not express my opinion 


a remark vf the gentleman from Mississippi, a 


ing, the checks to increase of population would 


Ro and thereby bring about an interchange of com- Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman has || on the subject of slavery in a slaveholding State, 
Ag modities. || notstated my proposition correctly. Istated that || because the safety of the institution would be 
) Before I sit down, I have one word in reply to | in the progress of population, as it went onincreas- || thereby endangered. I may not publish my opin- 


ion on the subject of slavery in a newspaper, and 
disseminate it ina aicehobiien State. Why not? 
Because it would have a tendency to stir up in- 
surrection, and is inconsistent with the nature of 
| the institution. Hence, I say, free labor does not 
wish to be tied down and clogged and crippled 
by these things, which of necessity exist in every 


little while ago. It is claimed that the slavehold- 
ing population cannot be confined to their present | 
geographical limits. If so, it results from,one of 
fe two causes: either that the continuance of that 
hi policy upon the same soil must destroy its pro- | 
; ductive qualities, or because the increase of the 


begin to apply, and would apply to the white 
population as well as to the slave. 

Ir. STANTON. IL understand the gentleman. 
It may be true that when the whole of this conti- 
nent 1s as densely peopled as Belgium, we will 
need expansion. Ihave no doubt of it. Butl 




















ath = 


=f there tee ree am 


have expansion now, will you tell me where is to 


be the ultimate limit of your expansion? Yow 


want five more States this — or fifty years 
hence; then a hundred years hence you will want 
twenty more. 


There is a limit toallexpansion. There isa limit 


to the continent; to its productive capacity and ! 


j The time must come when the | 
thing will be broken down and destroyed by its | 
own weight, and it is only a question of time. | 





of obtaining subsistence for the human family, or 


there have been discovered, from time to time, | 


new continents for the increased population, so 
that His creatures have been provided for; and [ 
entertain no apprehension that it will not be so in 
the future. If man does his own duty; if he de- 
velops the resources of the country—its minerals, 
its water power, its timber—if everything that is 
profitable and available be turned to account and 


a 1 slave population is such as to put the safety of the || apprehend that that is a day which it is not the || slaveholding State. 

. community in peril. Hence gentlemen say that || business of this generation to look forward to, or Mr. LONGNECKER obtained the floor. 

ie i some years hence, slavery must have more room. || to seek to provide against. Providence, in His Mr, NIBLACK. I wish to say to the gentle- 

be Now, I wish to call the attention of gentlemen of || wisdom, has heretofore, in the history of the || man from Ohio, that I think he misstates, in some 
: the South to this single proposition: if you must |} world, provided some new and improved means || points, the Dgmocratic doctrine in reference to the 


power of incipient States* He says that the Dem- 
ocratic party hold that when a new State comes 
to form a constitution it must compensate the 
owners of slaves. Ihaye never understood the 


Degnocratic partysanywhere to proclaim any doc- 
trine on that subject. That is a matter which, so 
far as it has been adjudicated, has been decided 
entirely the other way. The precedents are, that 


when a people come to form a State constitution, 
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they may emancipate the slaves without compen- | 
sation atall. It is one of those acts of sovereign || 
power which no other power in the Government | 
may supervise or revise. There is one other ques- | 
tion to which I would wish to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Ohio; but as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Lonenecker]} has ob- 
tained the floor, 1 do not desire to intrude upon | 
his ume. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I would like to make one | 
remark in reply to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. STANTON. Perhaps I ought, in justice 
to some gentlemen here, to correct a remark that |! 
Imade. I said that, probably, there was no com- || 
mon school-house between the Potomac and the || 
Rio Grande. Perhaps that was too wide an as- | 
sertion. ‘The idea that I intended to convey was, 
that inthe higher slavery civilization; in the heart 
of it; in the cotton-growing region, where the 
country is occupied in farms of one or two thou- | 
sand acres each, there can be no such thing as a |} 
common-school system—no such thing as having | 
the facilities of education extended to the whole 
people; and that it is inconsistent with the eXist- | 
ence of slavery itself to disseminate education | 
among the whole people. 

Mr. ASHMORE,. Will the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania allow me a few minutes? I would | 
like to say two o@ three words in reply to‘ the 
gentleman from Ohio. 


Mr. LONGNECKER. It might provoke re- 


ly. 
; Mr. ASHMORE. I think not. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. Then I yield to the 
gentleman. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Mr. Chairman, I want to 
disabuse the mind of the gentleman from Ohio in 
regard to the matter of which he has just spoken 
—that of common schools. I represent in part | 
here one of the principal plantation States of the 
South. I resided for twenty years of my life— 
and Lam not a very old man yet—in the midst of 
a plantation country; and it is true that where 
there are very large tracts of land in the hands of 
proprietors, with an immense number of slaves 
operating upon and cultivating these lands, you 
may not have school-houses for all the children 
in the neighborhood, because families live too far 
apart from each other. 

But I will tell the gentleman from Ohio that he | 
will find, near the residence of almost every such 
planter, a school-house, where are educated the | 

| 


children of the planter and the children of the over- 
seer. Let me say, in addition, that, in nine cases | 
out of ten, the children are educated at the plant- 
er’s expense, and, of course, without any cost to | 
the overseer. Those of us who are smaller plant- 
ers and slaveholders, and who live in more thickly 
populated neighborhoods, unite and pay school- 
teachers’ salaries, or so much per schplar. The 
children of the slaveholders and of the non-slave- 
holders are educated together, under the free and 
common-school systems combined. I am proud, 
My» Chairman, to acknowledge in this presence 
that I was the teacher of one of these schools 
for three years. The best portion of the educa- || 
tion I have was obtained while I was engaged 
teaching others. 

inthe more populated districts of South Caro- 
lina schools are as numerous as they are in any | 
of the free States; and, sir, so far as the higher | 
institutions of learning are concerned, let me tell 
the gentleman that, if he will examine the next | 
census returns, he will find that South Carolina 
has as many colleges and classical schools as any | 
other community in this Union. 

Mr. Chairman, I will disabuse the mind of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] with refer- 
ence to the manufactures of my State. The man- 
ufactures there, sir, are growing as fast as the | 
necessities of the people demand them. In my | 
own house—as he put the question ‘to me—I will || 
state, there are articles of furniture, manufactured 
in South Carolina, that will compare favorably 
with any of those manufactured in the best estab- 
lishments in the North. Indeed, all my furniture 
is the manufacture of my State, excepting, it may | 
be, a piano, and some articles of rosewood and 
mahogany. The same may be stated for many 
of the gentlemen of wealth in the community in 
which I tive; and so far from the slave labor re- | 
tarding or reducing the value of free labor, it is 
just the reverse. The mechanic who, ten years 
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ons 


readily gets $2 50. Some superior mechanics can- | 


not be employed at less wages than five dollars 
per diem. 
Now, one word on the extension of slavery 


|| Why, sir, we were, with here and there a soli- 


tary exception, perfectly satisfied in the main with 


the Missouri line of demarkation between the 


North and the South @htil efforts were made to 


apply the Wilmot proviso to all of the Terrigo- 


ries. That proposition, sir, came from the North; 


'and for the consequent agitation of the slavery 
a they are justly chargeable. 
rst firebrand for many years that had been cast | 


It was the 


intosthe country, and especially into the South. 
The people of South Carolina would have been 

perfectly willing to let the matter rest upon the 

settlement of the Missouri compromise. They 


did let it so rest while they believed that it uncon- || 
| Stitutionally deprived them of some of their rights 


in the Territories. They believed that all the 


| Territories of the Union should hgve been freely | 
| thrown open to them, but they nevertheless abided | 
| by that compromise; and they would have con- | 
tinued to do so, if it had not been for the repeal of | 
| the 21st rule, and the constant.presentation of abo- 

lition petitions, and the attempt upon the part of | 


northern agitators to fasten the Wilmot proviso 
upon the Territories. 
There are other matters that I would like to 


refer to, but I do not care to trespass further upon | 
the courtesy of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 


[Mr. Lonenecker.]} e 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. If the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will yield, I will move that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. I yield for that pur- 
pose; still retaining the floor, however. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion was agreed te. 

So the committee rose;and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Curtis reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


_had had under consideration the Union generally, 
' and particularly House bill No. 338, to provide 
for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, | 


to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties 


| on imports, and for other purposes; and had come 


to no conclusion thereon. 
And then, on motion of .Mr. ELY, (at four 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 4, 1860. 

Prayer by Rev. Danret Crark. 

The Journal of Wednesday last was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, in compliance with the reso- 
lution of the Senate of March 19, 1860, calling for 
the correspondence, &c., in relationto the Mount- 


ain Meadow and other massacres, in Utah-Terri- | 
| tory, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 


with accompanying documents; which, on motion 


of Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, was ordered to lie | 


on the table. 


He alsc laid before the Senate a report of the | 
Postmaster General, communicating, in compli- | 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, copies of the | 


contracts of Daniel H. Johnson and Cornelius 


| Vanderbilt for transporting the mails between | 
| New York, New Orleans, and San Francisco, 
via the Isthmus, together with the correspondence | 

fie on the | 


relating thereto; which was ordered to 
table. . 


He also laid before the Senate a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting, |) 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of || 
| the 22d ultimo, calling for information concerning 


the expulsion from Prussia of Eugene Dullye, a 
naturalized citizen of the United States, a report 
of the Secretary of State on the subject; which 


| was ordered to lie on the table. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 
A message from the President of the United 


“States, by Mr. Brcnanan, his Secretary, an- | 
| nounced that the President approved and signed, 
| on the 3d instant, an act (S. No. 219) for the re- 


ago, could only command $1 5U per diem, now || lief of Stewart MacGowan. 


1915 





ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed an enrolled bill 
CH. R. No. 660) supplemental to an act entitled 
**An act providing tor the taking of the seventh 
and subsequent censuses of the United States, and 
to fix the number of the members of the House 
of Representatives, and provide for the future ap- 
vortionment among the several States,’’ approved 
May 23, 1850; and it was signed by the Vice Presi- 
dent. 
PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS, 


The message further announced that the House 
ordered to be printed, on the 2d instant, the fol- 
lowing document: 

Message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting, In compliance with a resolution of 
the House, reports from the Secretary of jVar 
and Secretary of State, as to the condition of affairs: 
inthe Territory of Utah—ordered attwelve o’clock 
and six minutes. 

The message further announced that the House 
ordered to be printed, on the 3d instant, the fol- 
lowing documents: 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a detailed statement showing the sums 
credited and the amounts charged on account of 
the several trusts created under treaties of 1832 
and 1834 with the Chickasaw Indians—ordered 
at twelve o’clock and seven minutes. 

Letter from the Postmaster General, communi- 
cating copies of letters relating to the finishing and 
furnishing of rooms in the custom-house at New 
Orleans, designed for the post office—ordcred at 
twelve o’clock and seven minutes. 

| 


| PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


|__ Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Eliza 
| E. Ogden, widow of the late E. A. Ogden, a quar- 

termaster in the Army, praying for a pension; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
| sions. 
| Mr. WILSON presented an additional paper in 
| support of the claim of William Welch to a peu- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

He also presented the petition of occupanis of 

' the Rogue river Indian reservation in Sesion 
county, Oregon, praying the enactment of a law 

opening that reservation to preémption and entry; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 

Mr. BROWN presented a memorial of a com- 
mittee of the corporation of Georgetown, District 
of Columbia, setting forth their objections to a 
bill introduced into the Senate to authorize the 

|| Baltimore and Ohio railroad to extend the Wash- 
1] 
} 











| ington branch of their road across the Potomac 
river at the site of the Long Bridge; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; and a motion to print 
the memorial was referred to the Committee on 
|| Printing. 

Mr. HEMPHILL presented a petition of the 
| marine insurance companies of the city of Phila- 
| delphia, praying the erection of a light-house on 
the bar at Galveston, Texas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Texas, 
raying the establishment of a mail route from 
3rownwood, in Brown county, via Lampassas 

Springs, to Austin city, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
(| Mr. LATHAM presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of California, praying 
that the amountexpended by that State in the 
suppression of Indian hostilities may be refunded; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
George W. Harris, representing that he has in 
his possession portions of a journal of the Senate, 
| kept by one of the Senators from Pennsylvania, 
during the first and second sessions of Congress 
| a portion of which he proposes to publish, and 
| asks the patronage of the Senate; which was re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on the Library. 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
- On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the president and direet- 
|| ors of the Board of Trade, of Oswego, New York, com- 
|| piaining of the manner in which the treaty of 1854, between 
























































WIG 


the United States and Great Britain, known as the reci- | 


procity treaty, is executed, and praying such a modifica- 
tion of the came as will be more in harmony with the in- 


tention of its framers and the interests of the people, onthe | 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitice on Foreign 
Relations. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Welch, a soldier 
in the war with Great Britain, and subsequent Indian wars, 


praying for a pension, on the files of the Senate, be referred |! 


to the Committee on Pensious. 
WOLF ISLAND. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Some few sessions ago, 
(I do not remember exactly when,) a resolution 
was passed by this body ceding to the State of 


Kentucky whatever proprictary right this Gov- | 
ernment might have to Wolf Island, in the Mis- | 


sissippiriver. In se of the facts upon which 
that resolution rested, there were a good many 
affidavits and documents filed. I presume they 
are@o longer of any use; and as litigation is now 
pending between the States of Kentucky and Mis- 
souri, in relation to the right of jurisdiction over 
that island, | wish to withdraw these evidences, 
in order that they may be used in that suit. I 
ask leave to withdraw the documents and papers 
filed with that resolution. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GREEN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
427) for the relief of Eveline Porter, widow of the 
late Commodore Porter, deceased; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unani- | 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(8. No. 428) to provide for the ascertainmentand 
satisfaction of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to the 
3ist day of July, 1801; which was read twice by 


its title, and referred to a select committee of | 


seven, to be appointed by the Vice President. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 425) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Pierre Dolet, of the State 


of Louisiana, reported it with an amendment, | 


and submitted a report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
637) to settle the titles to certain lands set apart 
for the use of certain half-breed Kansas Indians, 
reported it with amendments. 

Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Pen- 


crease of pension, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 


while journeying to California, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Hiram Corum and 
others, claimants of portions of the Delaware trust 
lands, praying that their rights may be placed in 
the position of those claiming under Frederick | 
Samuels, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of Gillam Baley and W. 
R. Baley, praying for indemnity for losses re- 
sulting from depredations of the Mohave Indians, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- | 
ation; which was agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of Thomas O. and Ed- 
ward O. Smith, praying compensation for supplies 
furnished to emigrants on the route to California, | 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- | 
ation; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a memorial of Colonel Johnston and | 
other officers of the Army in Utah, praying that 
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|} consi 
He also, from the same committee, to whom || 


| | at once. 





Hungerford, Jacob W. Paulin, and the family of 
Abel L. Root, may be indemnified for losses and 
sufferings occasioned by an attack of the Indians 
while journeying from lowa to California, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 


|| which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the memogpal and joint resolutions 


remuneration of James B. Thomas and family, 


|| for property lost and injury sustained by Indian 
| depredations, asked to 
|| further consideration; which was agreed to. 


xe discharged from their 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Charles Maurice 
Smith, praying compensation for defending, at 

| the request of the superintendent of Indian afiairs 
in Utah, two Indian boys who were indicted for 
a criminal offense in the second judicial district 


court for that Territory, asked to be discharged | 
from its furthgy consideration; which was agreed || 


to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 152) to settle the 


titles to certain lands set apart for the use of cer- | 
|| tain half-breed Kansas Indians, in Kansas Terri- 


tory, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

Ile also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Drayton La Venture, 
praying that patents may be granted for reserva- 


tions to half-breeds of the Kansas tribe of Indians, | 
under the sixth article of the treaty of 1825, asked | 


to be discharged from its further consideration; 
| which was acreed to. 


mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 


the bill (HI. R. No. 284) for the relief of John 
W. Taylor and certain other assignees of pre- | 
emption land locations, reported it without amend- | 


ment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (H. R. No. 627) for the re- | 
lief of the widow and other heirs of William | 
Higgins, deceased, reported it without amend- || ) 

|| they may be considered by the House at the pres- 


ment, 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Eli Goss, a soldier in 


|| the Aroostook expedition, praying to be allowed | 
ee ere to be discharged from its further | 


eration; which was agreed to. 


| was referred the petition of Ashton S. H. White, 
| praying for compensation for signing land patents, 
| sabmitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 

429) for the relief of Ashton S. H. White. The 


|, bill was read, and passed to a second reading; and 
|| the report was ordered to be printed. 

sions, to whom was referred the memorial of || 
Thomas P. Dudley, praying to be allowed an in- | 


Mr. HAMLIN. There were, some days since, 


referred to the Committee on the Library, certain | 


papers, asking for some action on the part of Con- 
| gress for taking astronomical observations at the 


| tume of the eclipse of the sun. That committee, 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial || 
of Colonel Johnston and other officers of the | 
Army in Utah, praying that Edward A. Milti- || 
more and others may be mdemnified for losses | 
and sufferings occasioned by an attack of Indians 


I understand, have somewhat considered the sub- 
ject. There was one memorial of like character 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. The 


| subject ought all to be before one committee. I | 
therefore ask that the Committee on Commerce | 
|| be discharged from the further consideration of, 


| the memorial of the officers of the American Phil- 
osophical Society of Philadelphia, relating to the 


| Library, where the other papers are. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. 


| jection, that order will be made. 


JAMES 8. DOUGLASS. 


Mr- JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
structed by the Committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 420) to au- 
thorize the issuance of patents, in the name of 
| James 8. Douglass, to certain land entries made 


| at Chocchuma, in anes to report the same 
| back without amendment. This report is made 


| after careful examination of the case upon a full 
| report from the Interior Department, both by the | 


| Secretary and the Commissioner of Public Lands, 
| It is merely to. correct a clerical error, and I am 
| directed to ask that the bill be put on its passage 
It ought to be disposed of, and can take 
/notime. There is no question at all in regard 


| to it. 


Milton Carpenter, Buren D. Hungerford, Mira Hi 


There being no objection, the Senate,as in Com- 
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of the Legislature of Minnesota, in favor of the | 








subject to which I have alluded, and that that | 
| memorial be referred to the Committee on the | 


If there be no ob- | 


I have been in- | 











mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. Itauthorizes the Commissioner of the Gen- 


| eral Land Office to cancel the patents heretofore 


issued to James S. Coleman upon land entries 
Nos. 3148, 3149, 3150, 3151, 3152, and 3153, made 
on the 3lst of March, 1835, in the former Choc- 
chuma land district of Mississippi; and that he 
be authorized to issue patents for the lands cm. 
braced in those entries to James S. Douglass, sr., 
in whose name those entries ought to have been 
carried upon the records by the land officers at 
Chocchuma 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANSON DART. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that the Senate 
now take up the bill (H. R. No. 220) for the re- 
lief of Anson Dart. 

Mr. IVERSON. This is the day set apart for 
the consideration of private bills. It is now 
within half an hour of the time when the Private 
Calendar should be taken up, and I can sce no 
reason why this bill should be taken up in prefer- 


| ence to all other bills on the Private Calendar. It 


is on the Private Calendar, I supposc, and will be 
reached in its order. 1 trust the Senate will not 
take up that bill in advance of all other bills. [| 
propose to take up the Private Calendar at one 
o’clock, or as soon as the Senate will consent to 
take it up,and go on with the Calendar in order; 
but Lintend to propose, with the consent of the 
Committee on Claims, that the Senate take up 


|| only those bills that shall not be objected to. In- 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 


asmuch as the Senate is somewhat thin, and as 


| Senators are absent, I know, who desire to par- 


ticipate indebate upon certain bills which are early 
on the Calendar, I think it would be unfair to take 
up those bills which would give rise to debate, 
some of them of a lengthy character; and there- 
fore the better way, I think, would be to take up 
those bills to-day which shall not give rise to de- 
bate, and let those that have merit be passed and 
go to the House of Representatives, in order that 


ent session. If this case of Anson Dart be taken 


|} up, as a matter of course, it will lead to a lengthy 


discussion. I suppose it will, at least. I think 
we ought to proceed with the Private Calendar. 
I see no reason, unless the Senator shall present 
some urgent necessity for the consideration of 
this bill, why it should have a preference over all 
the bills on the Private Calendar. It is on the 
Calendar, and will be reached in its order; and if 
it is such a one as will not give rise to debate, of 
course it will pass. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This claim of Mr. Dart, 
if private claim it may be called, has been pend- 
ing for several years. The bill has twice passed 
the Senate, and been three times reported in the 
House. It has now passed the House, and has 
been sent to the Senate; but the Senator from 
Oregon has expressed a wish to present his vigws 
upon it: Some days since, | moved to take it up 
for the consideration of the Senate, but, at the re- 
quest of the honorable Senator from Oregon, con- 
sented that it should be postponed for his accom- 
modation. There is no other business that‘I am 
aware of now pressing upon the Senate. [ think 
it very likely that we can dispose of this bill be- 
fore the morning hour shall have passed away. 
I desire it to be taken up, in order that the Sena- 
tor from Oregon may be heard upon it. I think 
the debate will be brief on this question, and that 
it will pass the Senate without a very extended 
debate. I hope it will be taken up now. 

Mr. LANE. I shall interpose no objection to 
taking up this bill, but I will say to the Senator 
that if it does come up I wish to be heard very 
fully upon it. It will take to-day at least to get 
rid of that bill. I am as ready to meet it now as 
I shall be at any time, and would as soon go into 
it to-day as on any other day; but if Senators 
want to get along with bills on the Private Calen- 
dar to-day, they had better let this bill go over 
until Monday; for we cannot get through with itat 
a very carly hour to-day, I assure you. Itinvolves 
a principle that I hope never to sce established 
here;and it involves money—dollars and cents— 
that will be, if this bill shall be passed, placed into 
the hands of one who, in my judgment, is not en- 
titled to it. Besides, if the bill is to pass, I must 
have an opportunity of preparing amendmentsand 
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wiying the reasons why other persons, who have 


nas, shall be paid as he will be if this bill should 
ass. Lam ready, and a little anxious, to meet it 
now and have it settled; but this is private bill 
day, and if gentlemen want private bills comsidered 
to-day they had better not take up this bill. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As the Senator from Ore- 
von intimates there is to be an extended debate 
upon this subject, I think we may as well begin it 
now; and after we progress in it, if the Senate is 
disposed then to postpone it tor other purposes, I 
shall not object. 
twice without any objection to any extent what- 
ever. It has been reported, I believe, three or four 
times in this body, and reported by some of the 
most distinguished men that have sat in this body 
who have been upon the Committee on Indian 
Affairs—men who are not now members of the 
body, and of whom, therefoxe, | feel at liberty to 
sp ak; for instanee, Mr. Rusk, upon the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and Mr. Bell, of Ten- 
As the gentleman refers to a principle 
involved in the bill, | desire to read a few sentences 
from what Mr. Rusk said upon one occasion when 
this bill passed the Senate: 

* The Committee on Indian Atfairs were unanimous upon 
this subject. I Know that it is a bad practice to give in- 
creased compensation to an officer after his services have 
been pertormed ; but it has been done in several instances, 
and in some eases Which, perhaps, were not meritorious, 
There is no doubt that this is a meritcrious case. It was 
distinetly stated to Mr. Dart, at the time of his appointment, 
by the then chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
that a bill whieh was then pending for an increase of the 
salary of the California superintendent should be made to 
include the superintendentin Oregon. ‘That provision, ac- 
cording to my recoijection, had the sanetion of the Indian 
bureau; but by some oversightit was not included in the 
bill. Mr. Dart went to Oregon and performed his duties in 
a very satisfactory manner. He preserved peace among the 


nessee. 


Indians in Oregon, and brought back as good a report as | 
. 


perhaps any Other superintendent.” 


Mr. Dodge of Wisconsin, and Mr. Bell of Ten- || 
nessee, also speaking upon this subject, used lan- 
guage equally clear and definite. But, Mr. Pres- 
ident, | shall not go into the argument now upon | 


the motion to take itup. Isimply say that if we 
are to have a discussion on this question, we may 
as well commence it now in the morning hour. 
Mr. IVERSON. I trust the Senate will not 
take up this bill, as it has now developed itself. 
It will lead to discussion, and probably occupy 
the whole day. It is simply a proposition to take 
up a bill which is not in order, to consume the 


whole day in priority of other bills that have been | 


on your docket for months. The proposition has 
no merit in it. 


this bill. Lanay vote for it when it is taken up 


for consideration; but I protest that this injustice | 


shall not be done to other claimants who have 
claims upon your docket, and who have priority 
according to the practice of the Senate, by taking 
up this bill—a litigated case—which is to be dis- 


cussed, and will consume the whole day in discus- | 
sion; while, if ye take up the Private Calendar in | 


its order, we may pass a number of bills which 


have merit, probably as much merit as the bill | 


the Senator now asks to have taken up. Itis 
unjust that these other claims should be set aside 
for a claim of this sort. 
in its order, and be considered in order, and not 
thrust upon the Senate in this way, in preference 
to other cases perhaps having equally as much 
merit as this has. [call for the yeas and nays on 
the proposition to take it up. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. My proposition is to take | 


up the bill during the morning hour, and at one 
o'clock the regular order will come up, 
_ Mr. IVERSON. Then I have no objection to 
it. L will not object to the bill being considered 
until one o’clock. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The regular order can 
come up then, and let this be put aside. I ask 
that it may be taken up during the morning hour, 


Mr. GWIN. 


shall not be able to get through with the consid- 


crauion of this bill during the morning hour, and | 


I want a very short executive session on business 
of importance before the morning hour expires. 
I hope the Senator will not move to take it up 
unless we can dispose of it atonce. I know noth- 
ing of the merits of the bill, and have no objec- 
lion toit. If we can get through with morning 
business, and then havea short executive session 
before one o’clock, it would be a better consump- 
ion of time than a broken debate on a question 


TH 


This bill has passed the Senate | 


I do not know anything about |) 


Let this claim come up | 


It is perfectly evident that we | 


' 


|| that evidently will not be decided. I merely make 
served in the capacity in which this gentleman || 


the suggestion, not that 1 want to stop the con- 
| sideration of the measure. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrzpar- 
Rick in the chair.) [tis moved and seconded that 
| the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
indicated by the Senator from Wisconsin, 

The motion was not agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate proceeded | 


to the consideration of executive business; anc 


opened. 
NORTH CAROLINA CHEROKEES. 
Mr. CLINGMAN submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


second proviso to the third section of an act entitled ** An 
act making appropriations for the current and contingent 


Mareh 3, 1855, so as to exempt from the operation of said 
proviso all of the North Carolina Cherokees who have be- 
come citizens under the treaties of L817 and 1819, and sub 


| sequent treaties, and are embraced as such in the census | 


of the State, taken in 1850. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, it 
was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
| meet on Monday next. 
PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


|| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) If no other business be presented, the 
Chair will proceed with the consideration of the 
Private Calendar at this time, it being nearly one 
o'clock. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
ceed only to the consideration of such cases as 
shall not be objected to, 

The motion was agreed to. 
| JOUN PEEBLES. 
| The first bill on the Private Calendar was the 
| bill (S. No. 125) from the Court of Claims for the 
relief of John Peebles. 

Mr. IVERSON. That is a case in which there 
‘is some contest. Let it be passed over. 

The biil was passed over. 

JOIN ERICSSON, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 132) 
|| from the Courtof Claims for the relief of John 
i} Eriesson. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| 


amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read the third time. 

||} Mr. GRIMES. 
report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will 
|| be read. 

Mr. GRIMES. I understand this bill was laid 
over on a former private bill day, to enable either 
| the Senator from Florida [Mr. Matiory] or the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Haue,] both 
| of whom are now absent, to look into it. I think 
they were opposed toit. I therefore propose that 
it shail be passed over without the reading of the 
report. 

Mr. [VERSON. I have no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The billstands 
| on its passage; but, objection being raised, it will 
| be passed over. 


I ask for the reading of the 





NAHUM WARD, 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


|| of Nahum Ward.. 
| Mr. IVERSON. 


That isa contested case. I 
move that it be passed over. 


j 
} 
| 


ing made, the bill will lie over, 
ERNEST FIEDLER. 


| 
| 
| 
| Mr. HAMLIN. 


of Ernest Fiedler. 
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| Mr. HAMLIN. 


after some time spent therein, the doors were re- | 


Resolved, That the Committee on IndjamAffairs be in- | 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the | 


expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes,” &e., approved | 


I move that the Senate pro- | 


No. 137) from the Court of Claims for the relief 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


I am in favor of that bill. I |; 
have no doubt in the world about it myself, but || that report read. 
| there are those on this side of the Senate who are 


—I9i7 


friend of the bill, for the reasons I have given, I 
shall object to all that class of cases. I think the 
Senator from Georgia does not propose to take 
up this class of cases relating to duties. 

Mr. IVERSON. No. If this is one of the 
duty-cases, | was not aware of it,or I should have 
objected to it. 





This is one of them. 

Mr. IVERSON. Let it go over. ‘ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
| treat the objection as applying to all cases of that 
|, character, and they will Le passed over. 

Mr. IVERSON. Let the Secretary pass over 
|; all the bills down to S. No. 204. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be 


considered as the sense of the Senate, unless 
objected to. 
GEORGE ASIILEY. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
|| No. 204) from the Court of Claims for the relief 
| of George Ashley, administrator de bonis non of 

Samuel Holgate, deceased. 
|| Mr. IVERSON. I willstate that that bill, when 
|| up before, was debated. I do not know whether 
any gentleman present is disposed to debate it, 
but as itis contested, I move that it be passed 
| over 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
|| be passed over under the order, objection being 
interposed, 
|| 0. H. BERRYMAN AND OTIIERS. 
|! ‘The bill (8. No. 205) from the Court of Claims 
| for the relief of O. H. Berryman and others, was 
|| read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole, It diretts the Secretary of the 

Treasury to pay to Otway H. Berryman and 
the other officers and crew of the United States 
| schooner Onkahye, the sum of $20,664 69, being 
the balance of the prize money obtained by the 
| capture of the bark Laurens by that schooner 
in the year 1848; which sum is toc distributed 
| among the officers and crew in such proportion as 
| shall be designated by the Secretary of the Navy, 
| according to the provisions of the sixth section of 
| the act of April 23, 1800, entitled ‘*An act for the 
'| government of the Navy of the United States.” 
|| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
|| reading, and was read the third time. 
(| Mr. GRIMES. [ask for the rereading of the 
|} bill. 
| The Secretary read it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
report in that case, 
money. 
| Mr. IVERSON. The report in the case is the 
decision of the Court of Clams. There has been 
|, no report froma committee. The decision of the 
|, Court will state the case, It is rather lengthy. 
i| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The opimion 
|| of the court will be read. 
|| Mr. TRUMBULL. If the opimoais long, I 
|| do not wish to take up time by having it read. 
| I should like to know if the chairman can state 
what the ease is, and whether the judgment of the 
| court is In its favor. 
| Mr. LVERSON. I will state the case very 
briefly. Berryman was commander of the United 
| States vessel which captured the Laurens, and 
the Laurens was condemned, and, of course, one 
| half of the prize money was awarded to the cap- 
| tors, under our law. During the pendency of 
the case in our court, the money was ordered to 
be deposited with the clerk, or some other re- 
|| ceiver of moncy,asa Government agent; and be- 
|| fore the final decision of the case, if 1 remember 
| correctly, that receiver became insolvent, and the 
| money was squandered and lost. The court de- 
|| cided that the Government is responsible for this 
amount to these captors. That is the case. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Georgia if there was not on one occasion an 
unfavorable report made on this case from the 
|| Courtof Claims, or from the Committee on Claims, 
| through the Senator from Florida, [Mr. Manio- 

RY. 


I should like to hear the 
Itis a pretty large sum of 


| 


No. 138) from the Court of Claims for the relief || ir, IVERSON. Ido not remember whether 


|| there was or not. 

Mr. POLK. [think it would be better to have 
I have some recollection of a 
case in which we had a controversy whether the 


| decidedly opposed to it; and, as I understand, the || United States should be responsible for the money 
principle of it is to be discussed. While I am a |, lost by the insolvency or bad conduct of areceiver, 
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or whether the captors should be responsible for 
it. Ido not know that this is the case; but it is 
for a pretty large amount, as one Senator has sug- 
gested, and it seems that the United States has 
got to be responsible, if this bill should pass, for 
the loss of the money through the negligence or 
bad conduct of somebody, and I think we ought 
to know what the circumstances are. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
of the opinion of the court is called for. 

The Secretary proceeded to read an adverse re- 
port made on the case by Mr. Pork at the first 
session of the Thirty-Fifth Congress. 


Mr. LVERSON. That was a report made by | 


Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber, was read 


a second time,and considered as in Committee of | 


the Whole. It authorizes the Secretary of the In- 


| terior —— the name of Laura C. Humber, 


| widow o 
seventh regiment of the United States infantry, | 


the committee at the last Congress; not by the || 


committee of the present Congress. 
committee made no such report. 
Mr. POLK. I object to the consideration of 
the bill to-day. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The present 


Objection be- 


ing interposed, it will be passed over under the | 


order for this day. 

here to state thatif any extended remarks be made 

upon any bill, the Chair will feel obliged, under 

the order of the day, to have it passed over. 
JAMES CROOKS. 

The bill (S. No. 213) from the Court of Claims 
for the relief of James Crooks was read a second 
time,and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to James Crooks, surviving partner of the 
firm of James and William Crooks, in full forall 
claim he has against the United States for the 
seizure and sale of the schooner Lord Nelson, on 


The Chair will take occasion | 


Lake Ontario, on the 5th of June, 1812, by Lieu- | 


tenant Malancthon T. Woolsey, of the United 
States Navy, and the condemnation and sale of 
the schooner, with her cargo, under a decree of 
the United States district court for the district of 
New York, the sum of $183 50. 

Mr. PEARG@E. 
case? I should like to hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the report is called for. It will be read. The 
Chair supposes that it isembodied in the opinion 
of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 


I ask that that case may 
go over for the present. 


Is there any report in that 


The reading | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being | 
interposed, it goes over, under the order of the day. 


MARY FEATHILERSTON. 


The bill (S. No. 222) for the relief of Mary | 


Featherston, widow of John Feafherston, wasread 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Mary Featherston, widow 
of John Featherston, late a boatswain in the Uni- 


Charles Humber, late captain in the 


upon the pension roll, and to pay her at the rate 


of twenty dollars per month, to continue for life | 


or widowhood. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 95) for the | 
relief of Elizabeth Montgomery, heir of Hugh | 


Montgomery. It directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Elizabeth Montgomery, 
daughter and sole heir of Captain Hugh Mont- 
gomery, of the ship Nancy, of Wilmigton, in 
the State of Deiaware, the sum of $5,000, as a full 


compensation for his successful efforts in saving | 


the powder and munitions of war belonging to 


the United States on board that ship, and for his 


interest in the value of the ship, which he blew 
up to prevent her and her cargo from falling into 
the hands of the enemy during the war of the 
Revolution. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIM OF GEORGIA. 


The next billon the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 231) to refund to the State of Georgia cer- 
tain moneys paid by said State to Peter Trez- 
vant, the legal representative of Robert Farquhar. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I know nothing of the 
circumstances of this case; but involving the same 
principle is a case arising upon a claim made by 
the State of South Carolina, upon a petition to the 
present Congress, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, about which that com- 
mittee have had very great difficulties, consider- 


| ing that it involves a general question of great 


importance, and which may reopen all the settle- 
ments made with the States by the United States 
under the actof 1790. I merely mention this cir- 
cumstance. The Senate may consider the bill, if 
they please to do so. ‘ 

Mr. COLLAMER. I prefer that the bill should 
go over. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing made, the bill will be passed over under the 


| order of the day. 


ted States Navy, on the pension roll, at the rate | 


of ten dollars per month, from the 30th of October, 
1852, and to continue during her natural life or 
widowhood. 


The bill Was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 


time, and passed. 
J.J. LINTS. 


The bill (S. No. 223) forthe reliefofI.J. Lints, 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The bill directs the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay toJ. J. Lints the sum 
of $1,236, being in full for his services as custo- 
dian of the public property at Erie, Pennsylvania, 
from the 8th of April, 1857, to the 16th of Decem- 
ber, 1858, inclusive. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 
ANNIE D. REEVES. 
The bill (S. No. 225) for the relief of Annie D. 


Reeves was read a second tinte, and considered as | 


in Committee of the Whole. 


Secretary of the Interior to place the name of | 


Annie D. Reeves, widow of J. S. K. Reeves, late 
captain in the first regiment of artillery, United 
States Army, at the rate of half pay proper, com- 
mencing on the Ist of January, 1860, and to con- 
tinue during life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


LAURA C,. HUMBER. 
The bill (S. No. 227) for the relief of Laura C. 


FREDERICK L. COLCLASER. 

The bill (S. No. 232) for the relief of Frederick 
L. Colclaser was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
Frederick L. Colclaser, late a private of the band 
of the fifth infantry, on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, and to pay him at the rate of four dollars 
per month, from and after the 27th of October, 
1846. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


_be engrossed fora third reading, read the third 


| 


It authorizes the |! 





time, and passed. 
WILLIS A. GORMAN. 


The bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of Willis A. 
Gorman was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. The bill directs 
that there be paid to Willis A. Gorman, late 
Governor of the Territory of Minnesota, the sum 
of $820, as his compensation and necessary ex- 


penses in the investigation of certain charges of | 


fraud and misconductagainst Alexander Ramsay, 
as Governor of Minnesota, under resolution of 
the Senate and appointment of the President. 

Mr. GRIMES. I call for the reading of the 
report in that case. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Sepastian on the Ist of March last, from which 
it appeared that, on the Sth of April, 1853, the 


Senate passed a resolution requesting the Pres- | 


ident to cause to be investigated certain charges 


of fraud and official misconduct preferred against | 


Alexander Ramsay, the late Governor of Minne- 
sota Territory, and, by virtue of his office, su- 
ee of Indian affairs. This duty had 

een previously devolved upon the committee of 


the Senate, who partially discharged the duty, 
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but, upon the passage of the resolution of the Sen. 
ate, turned over the records of their proceedinzs 
to the President, to continue and complete the 
duty. The President, thus invested with the 
duty, commissioned R. M. Young, of Washing. 
ton city, a commissioner, under instructions to 
proceed to Minnesota, and there to coéperate 
with Governor Willis A. Gorman, who was then 
Governor and ex efficio superintendent of Indian 
affairs, in the investigation of these charges, and 
fixed his compensation at eight dollars per diem 
and his necessary expenses. They jointly sat 
as a commission, and made their report to th 
President, who communicated the same to the 
Senate. R.M. Young was paid, partly by the 
Secretary of the Interior, and the balance of his 
aecount by the Senate, from its contingent fund. 
The account of Willis A. Gorman, the other com- 
missioner, was presented to the Interior Depart- 
ment for payment, and afterwards lost or mislaid 
there, while the Secretary of the Interior recom- 
mended the payment of these claims by the Sen- 
ate, and reimbursement of the part payment to 
Judge Young to the contingent fund of the De- 
partment. 

These facts warrant the following conclusions, 
upon which, the committee recognize this claim: 
First, that the President wasintrusted with and wi- 
dertook a duty primarily and appropriately be- 
longing to the Senate. Second, that he delegated 
this duty to R. M. Young and Willis A. Gorman, 
as commissioners, who performed it according to 
their instructions, and reported their proceedings 
to the President, which were then transmitted to 


| the Senate, from whose authority they had ema- 


nated. Third, that one of the commissioners has 
been paid the balance of his compensation by the 
Senate, from its contingent fund, according to the 
rates previously fixed by the President, while for 
the same services the other commissioner hasnot 
been paid. This state of facts raises the question 
whether the services performed by Governor Gor- 


| man were such as legitimately belonged to his 


office as superintendent of Indian affairs. The 
committee think not. The duty of the superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs.does not embrace the in- 
vestigation of the frauds or malpractices of his 
predecessor, except so far as they may be con- 
nected with the administration of his ordinary 
duties. His authority was derived alone from the 
appointment of the President to that duty, who 
himself derived it from the Senate. He did it as 
special, and not as the official representative of 
the President—as commissioner, and notas an ex- 
ecutive officer. If this duty was by law executive 
in its character, it was not competent for the Presi- 
dent to confide it jointly to another. The com- 
mittee was of opinion that these labors were ex- 
tra-official, and that the claimant should be paid 


| his compensation and reimbursed his actual and 


necessary expenses at the same rate as that by 
which his colleague in those labors was compen- 


| sated. = 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


J. W. DYER AND OTHERS. 


The bill (S. No. 237) for the relief of J. W. 
Dyer, A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
It authorizes the Secretary of the 
to examine the claim. of J. W. Dyer, 
A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer, for a return of 
tonnage duties exacted from them on the ship 
Corinthiany and to refund them the amount of 
tonnage duties exacted of that ship, on production 
by them of satisfactory proof of the desertion of 
the crew of the ship at Grimsby, England, and 
of the subsequent inability of the master of the 
ship to procure the proper description of seamen 
in their stead. 

Mr. KING. If there is any report in that case, 
I should like to bear it read. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I can state to my friend from 
New York the facts of this case sooner than the 
report can be read. This is the case of a vessel 
that sailed from my own State. It has been ex- 
amined by the Committee on Commerce, and by 
them reported unanimously. The law provides 
that every vessel engaged in foreign commerce 
must have a certain number of American seamen. 
She sailed from home with her complement, got’ 
out to England, and the seamen deserted; and the 
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TT 
master was obliged to come directly home with i Rittenhouse, Fant & Co., was read a second 
his ship without that complement. They could || time,and considered asinCommittee of the Whole. 
not be obtained, and there was no American con- | It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to refund 
sul simply to certify the fact. Ifthere had been, | to Sweeny, Rittenhouse, Fant & Co., so much of 
the fine would not have been imposed; and now || their preliminary deposit of one per centum, made 
this bill only authorizes the Secretary to refund with the Treasurer of the United States upon their 
the fine that was imposed, on the master proving || bid for $3,000,000 of the stock of the United States, 
that fact by evidence. under the advertisement of the Secretary of the 
Mr. KING. [am satisfied with the statement. || Tfeasury, dated December 17, 1858, on the amount 
There are so many cases that need investigation, | of stock unissued to them, being one per centum 
that I thought I would call for the reading of the || on the difference awarded to them of $3,000,000, | 
report. I withdraw the call. |; and the actual amount of stock issued to them. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to |) Mr. KING. 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third || to hear it read. 
time, and passed. ; Mr. GREEN. [ean state the case to the Sen- | 
BENJAMIN E. EDWARDS. || ator. This is their own money which they have 
aks’ Seen ; || deposited—nothing else. There can be no claim 
The bill (S. No, 240) to confirm the title of | for damages at all; and I hope he will withdraw 
Jenjamin E. Edwards to a certain tract of land in |) pis objection, and let it be passed. 
the Territory of New Mexico was read a second Mr. KING. What I asked was, that the re- 
time, and considered as in Committee of the \| port be read, that we might get the facts. 
Whole. It proposes to confirm Benjamin E. Ed- |)" Mr, GREEN. I can state them in a few min- 
wards in his title to six hundred and forty acres 


If there is a report, I would like 


, eH : utes. 
of land, situate in the Territory of New Mexico, Mr. KING. These brokers may come in for 
being the tract of land located by virtue of a cer- speculation. 


tificate numbered four hundred and forty-four, of | 
the second class, issued by the board of land com- 
missioners for the county of Bexar, and State of 
Texas, toone Andrew Flores, and dated the 16th 
of August, 1847, and the same tract of land for 
which a patent was authorized to be issued by 
the act of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
entitled ** An act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents for lands 
therein named,”’ approved December 2, 1850; and 
whieh is more particularly described in the plat / 
and field notes accompanying the survey, exc- | 
cuted by R. S. Howard, deputy surveyor, and | 
approved of by the district surveyor for the district 
of Bexar, on the 30th of November, 1849, which 
survey is numbered thirty-eight in section num- 
hered fifteen in what was then known as the 
Bexar land district for the State of Texas, and 
which is now of record in the office of the com- 
missioner of the general land office in the State of 
Texas. The Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, upon the receipt of the proper plat and 
survey, Is.to cause a patent to be issued to Ben- 
jamin E. Edwards for the lands hereby confirmed; 
but such patent is only to be construed into a 
relinquishment of title on the part of the United 


Mr. GREEN. There is no speculation inthis. 
This is their own money, put on deposit. It is 
| simply to return to them what, under the law, is 
' due to them. I hope the Senator will withdraw | 
| his objection, and take my word for it. 
| Mr. KING. If what the Senator from Mis- 
| sourl states is correct, that this is simply to give 
| them what they have the right to by law, there is no 
necessity for any action here, if they have aright 
toit by law. It will not take long to read the 
report, 
Mr. GREEN. Very well. 
| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will be read. 
| The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Green, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 


The report 


Treas- 
ic Sec- 


, cetmber, 1858, a notice was issued by tl 
ury Department, over the signature of 
retary of the Treasury, inviting sealed proposals 
for $10,000,000 of the five per cent. stock of the 
United States, that being the balance of the loan 
authorized by the act of Congress approved 
June 14, 1858. It was advertised in the notice 
that, preliminary to the consideration of any bid 
; &C || by the Secretary, the bidder would be required 
States, and not io affect the right of any third |) 44 deposit one per cent. of the amount of his bid 
person. | with a depositary of the United States, ‘ subject 
_ The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to |! to the pats of rhe Secretary of the Seasure.” 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third |) The memorialist bid for $3,000,000 worth of the 
time, and passed. stock, and deposited $30,000, according to the re 
MFARLAND & DOWNEY. | quisitions of the notice of the Department, witha 
The bill (S. No. 241) for the relief of MeFar- Smaiaen of the United States, of which the See- 
land & Downey was read a second tie, and : . 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It || ceived the certificate. : : ag 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interiorto pay to the stock was accepted at their offer of $2 89 per 
McFarland & Downey such portion of. their || cent, premium. The memorialists allege a viola- 
claim for the rent of their house and premises in |; Hon of the contract by the Secretary of the Treas- 
Los Angeles, California, occupied by the district | UY, in declining to allow the deposit of the amount 
court of the United States, from the 27th of Octo- |) 
ber, 1854, to the 6th of August, 1856, as may be || , : : 
deemed by him just and reasonable. || losses in various ways, and have sustained damage 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to || to a large amount. ‘The committee intentionally 
be engrossed fora third reading, read the third || Tefrained from entering upon the discussion of a 
time, and passed. question as to consequential damages, as yet un- 
SAMUEL V. NILES. - liquidated, springing from an alleged violation of 


‘ . contract by the United States, or any high officer 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. y : he pt 
No. 92) for the relief of Samuel V. Niles. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, That bill being 
objected to, must lie over under the rule. 
T. A. M. CRAVEN. 
The bill (S. No. 244) for the relief of T. A 
res , pe eee 1 Ca amataos ' : March 15 5¢ ’ 
M. Craven was read a second time, and consid- || S°CFetary> and that, prior to March 15, 1859, the 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs || 44y when the amount should have been paid in 
the Seeretary of the Navy to pay. to Lieutenant 
Il. A. M. Craven, United States Navy, the same 
per diem compensation, while in command of a 
United States schooner on an expedition to make ) 
au exploration and verification of asurvey made || 
for a ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, as 


Their bid for $3,000,000 of 


convenient tribunal for the impartial hearing and 
adjudication of such a question between the par- 
| ties, and for the adjustment of the damages. it 
| seems that the memorialists proceeded to pay in 


} 


| $1,550,000, together with the premium thereon, 
and stock for that sum was issued to them or their 
assignees. 

They claim that between the 15th March and 
the 26th September, 1859, they had: paid an ad- 
ditional sum of $380,000 on the same account, 
which had been accepted. The Secretary of the 
Treasury expressly acknowledges to have re- 


was allowed and paid to the officer of the Army 
who was associated with him in that expedition. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be efigrossed for a third reading, read the third 
ume,and passed. 


SWEENY, RITTENHOUSE, FANT & CO. 
The bill (S. No. 245) for the relief of Sweeny, 


sides premium on the same, and to have issued 
stock accordingly; and his letter of authority to 
the depositary at Mobile to accept $100,000 is ex- 
hibited, as under date of August 27, 1859. But 
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(| Committee of the Whole. 
| be paid to the legal representatives of Wetonsaw, 
| son of James Conner, the sum of $400, in full of 


| retary of the Treasury acknowledged to have re- | 


1919 


the committee were informed that this apparent 
discrepancy disappears when itis known that the 
correspondent of the memorialists only deposited 
$60,000 instead of $100,000, making the gross sum 
(besides premium) paid by them, and for which 
stock was issued, $1,890,000. The remaining sum, 
$1,110,000, has since been let by the Secretary to 





* other parties, and all the stock authorized by act 


of June, 1858, has been taken. The preliminary 
deposit made by the memorialists was made in 
Treasury notes, bearing interest to the amount of 
$10,000, and $2,050 22 specie. Of this amount, it 
appears the sum of $12,050 22, principal and interg 
est, remains in the Treasury, ** oa the conditions 
upon which it was originally deposited by the 
memorialists.”” Under the circumstances of the 
case, as no forfeiture of the deposit could be made 
under the contract, no penalty being declared ,and 
as the amount does not appear to have been ab- 
sorbed in payment on the bid, and inasmuch as 
the remaining stock authorized by the act of Con- 
zress has been disposed of to other parties by the 
Seerctary of the Tensei the committee con- 
cluded that no right exists on the part of the 
United States to detain the balance of the prelim- 
inary deposit; but that the same, though in the 
depository of the United States, together with the 
interest which has a@erued thereon since the date 
of the deposit, should be refunded to the memo- 
rialists. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
he engrossed fora third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

CONFIRMATION OF LAND TITLES. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 246) to confirm certain land claims in the 
Florida parishes of Louisiana to the city of New 
Orleans and others. 

Mr. GRIMES. In this bill are involved ques- 


| tions that have been before the courts, as | under- 


: ; ns ; | stand it, for a long serfes of years, growing out 
from which it appears that, on the 17th of De- || 2 F 5 y 25 


of the treaty between this Government and Spain. 


| Lapprehend the Senate is not in a condition to 


pass on a question of so vital importance as this, 
and I therefore object to the bill. ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 


| made, it lies over under the order of the day. 


WETONSAW. 


| The bill (S. No. 253) for the relief of the legal 


representatives of Wetonsaw, son of James Con- 
| ner, was read asecond time, and considered as in 
It directs that there 


the amount secured to him in schedule B of the 
treaty of January 14, 1837, with the Saginaw 


|| Chippewa Indians. 


. o 
| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


_, time, and passed. 


of their bid at San Francisco, according to their | 
offer, whereby they aver that they have incurred | 


thereof, the Court of Claims being the proper and | 


their bid, notwithstanding their dispute with the | 


full, they had paid at New York the sum of | 


ceived at Washington, of this sum, $280,000, be- | 


ELIAS YULEE. 


'| The bill (S. No. 255) for the relief of Elias 


| Yulee, late receiver of public money at Olympia, 
Washington Territory, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It directs the proper officers of the Treasury to 
reéxamine the accounts of Elias Yulee, late re- 
ceiver of public moneys at Olympia, in Wash- 
ington Territory, for the hire,of Jared Hurd as 
clerk in his office; and go allow the same, if rea- 
| sonable, to an amount not exceeding $750. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed, 


SCIIOOL LANDS IN KANSAS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| proceeded to consider the bill (S. No, 107) to con- 


'| fir.n the titles to certain purchasers of school lands 


in Kansas Territory. In all cases where lands 
| which were seserved for the use of schools in the 
| Territory of Kansas by the thirty-fourth section 
‘| of the act providing for the organization of that 
| Territory, have been entered under the provisions 
of an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
_ritory, entitled “An act to grant preémption to 
|-school lands in certain cases,’’ passed at its first 
|| session, and other acts in relation to such lands, 
and patents for them have been issued by the Gov- 
| ernor of the Territory, such salesare to be deemed 
valid, and the titles to the land so sold to be con- 
|| firmed to the patentees, their heirs, and legal rep- 
|; resentatives. 
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The Committee on Private Land Claims re- 
ported the bill with an amendment, to add the 
following proviso: 


quit claim of any title now remaining inthe United States, 
and shall not in any way affector impair any legal or equi- 
table interest vested in any third persons, or claimed by vir- 
tue of any preémption laws of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


and the amendment was concurred in, and the bill 


was read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM K. JENNINGS AND OTHERS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 259) for the relief of William K. Jennings 
and ethers. 

Mr. WILSON. 
over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill lies 
over under the order, objection being interposed 
to jis present consideration. 


ILAYM SALOMON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
et No. 263) for the relief of Haym Salomon. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do notknow of any objec- 
tion to that bill; but it is of precisely the same 
class as the one alluded to by the Senator from 
Kentucky this morning, and involves a great 


I ask that that bill may lie 





principle;and as the others have been passed over, | 


11 scems to me wise to pass this over, and let all 
stand together. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing interposed to its present consideration, the 
bill lies over under the order. 

MARY K. GUTIRITE. 

ys The bill (S. No. 268) for the relief of Mary K. 
; Guthrie, widow of Presley N. Guthrie, was read 
. a second time,and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Inte- 

rior to place the name of Mary K. Guthrie, widow 

of Presley N. Guthrie, on the pension roll, at the 
rate of thirty dollars per month, from the 29th of 

Degember, 1857, to continue during widowhood. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear the 
report read. This is a proposition to give a pen- 
sion of thirty dollars a month to a widow. I fre- 
quently see cases in which pensions are granted 
co widows where we could not pension the man 
himself. This bill may be all right, but I should 
like to hear the report on it, 

The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appears that the husband of the petitioner was 
appointed captain of the eleventh regiment of 

infantry on the 16th February, 1847; brevetted 
; major ** fer gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
batdes of Contreras and Cherubusco,’’ August 
20, 1847; distinguished and severely wounded in 
the battle of El Molino del Rey; was disbanded 
in August, 1848; appointed captain of ninth in- 
fantry March 3, 1855; died at Newport, Ken- 
tueky, December 29, 1857. The petitioner prays 
a pension on the ground that her husband died of 
disease contracted while in the line of his duty in 
the service of the United States, and produces the 
evidence of George Suckley, late surgeon in the 
United States Army, to show that Captain Pres- 
ley N. Guthrie wasaken ill while in the line of 
his duty, from the effeetso@f which he died. In 
_ the latter part of February, 1856, he was ordered 
; from Fort Steilacoom, Washington Territory, to 


ee 


proceed into the Indiancountry. His March was | 


made through a hard country during a rain storm; 
i) and this exposure induced in Captain Guthrie a 
ae severe cold accompanied by fever, and forty hours 
3 thereafter a severe and complete paralysis of one 
side of his body supervened. The medical officer 
was fully persuaded that the exposure to cold and 
wet that ‘ 
; cause of his attack of palsy; and that, in his 
a4 opinion, the feebleness of body, caused by the 
# paralysis, hastened, perhaps induced, the disease 
iS which destroyed his life. William J. Barry, an- 
a. other surgeon in the United States Army, testified 
that he held daily and hourly intercourse with 
Captain Guthrie during the campaign of 1847 and 
1848, in the war with Mexico; that his disease 


5 was consumption, and being attacked with pul- | 
ie monary hemorrhage, he was ordered home; that | 


iF he never doubte d Captain Guthric entered the 
bt Mexican territory in perfect health; and that he 
believed that he contracted the discase there in 





Provided, That this act shall be construed merely as a | 


The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, | 


ordered to be engrossed and read athird time. It | 


1¢ had undergone was the proximate | 
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'| consequence of the exposure which his duty im- 
vosed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

MICAJAH HAWKS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 269) for the relief of Micajah Hawks. ° 
Mr. HAMLIN. I move the indefinite post- 

| ponement of that bill. We, have already passed 
a bill which came from the House to meet this 
| very case, and a bill similar to this was taken up 


| by the Committee on Pensions, reported favora- | 


|| bly, and acted on by the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
JOHN Il. WHEELER. 

The bill (S. No. 270) for the relief of John H. 
Wheeler, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to John H. 
Wheeler, late minister resident of the United 
States at Nicaragua, the sum of $5,715 20, in full 


for losses by exchange, for property destroyed at | 
Granada, expenses incurred in taking tesumony | 
at San Juan del Norte, and for relief extended to | 


distressed American citizens crossing the Isthmus 
during the interval between October, 1854, and 
October, 1856. 
|| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and it was read 
the third time. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
report. 
The Secretary read the report, which states 


I ask for the reading of the 


that a party of American citizens, while crossing | 
the Isthmus, en route from California to New || 
York, were attacked by the natives at Virgin Bay, | 
on the Lake of Nicaragua, on the 19th of Octo- | 


ber, 1855, some of whom were killed, and others 
wounded and robbed, while at the same time an- 
other party of hostile natives, strongly armed, 
were col@ted at San Carlos, on the other side of 
the lake. 
both sides, and cut off fromaccess to either ocean, 


they applied to the memorialist, then minister | 


resident of the United States at that place, for 
protection and relief, which was promptly afford- 
ed, comfortable quarters procured and food sup- 
plied them, (two hundred and fifty in number,) 
tor two daysand nights. It further appears that, 
under instructions from the Department of State, 
dated October 23, 1854, the memorialist was re- 


quired to aid conte W. Fabens, Esq., a com- | 


_missioner appointed for that purpose, in collect- 
ing information and taking testimony at San Juan, 
(Greytown,) in relation to the conduct of the per- 
sons wWhoassumed political control over San Juan 


del Norte, and also with regard to the claims | 


against our Government on account of property 


| destroyed by the late bombardment of t ye 
a 


by Captain Hollins, of the United States avy; 


and that in the performance of this service he was | 


engaged for more than two months away from his 
proper residence, and necessarily subjected to 
great inconvenience and additional expenses, 
amounting to the sum,of $273 98. 


The memorialist further sets forth, that in the |! 


fall of 1856, by recall from the Department of 
State, he returned to the United States, as was 
| then supposed on a temporary visit. On that 


occasion, he left at the legation personal property | 
to the value of over two thousand dollars; that | 
this property was destroyed by the allied forces | 


of Guatemala, Honduras, San Salvador, Costa 
|| Rica, and a part of Nicaragua. The memorialist 
| further represents, that on his departure for Cen- 
tral America, he was instructed by the Depart- 
ment of State to draw upon London for his sal- 


and for that purpose a credit was opened for him 
with Messrs. Baring Brothers; that on his arrival 


/an agent here, who drew on London, and fora 
| time depositéd in New York or Washington; 


gotiated at the reduced value of the currency of the 
| cauntry, in which the peso or dollar was worth 
only cighty cents for each real dollar drawn for. 


|| loss incurred by him was $2,941 20. These state- 
|| ments are supported by the testimony filed with 


Thus hemmed in by hostile forces on | 


ary and the contingent expenses of the legation, | 


in Nicaragua it waS found impracticable to nego- | 
tiate drafts in London; he had therefore to make | 


that in Nicaragua thése drafts could only be ne- | 


The amount of his drafts, from October, 1854, to | 
|, October, 1856, was $14,706, and consequently the | 
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|| the memorial, and may be summed up thus: ], 
|| Reimbursement for amount expended in the main- 
| tenance and protection of distressed American 
|| citizens crossing the Isthmus, $500. 2. Amount 
of expenses incurred while taking testimony at 
| San Juan del Norte, $273 98. 3. Valuc of prop- 
'| erty destroyed at Granada, $2,000. 4. Loss in 
| exchanges, $2,941 20. ‘Total, $5,715 18. 
| 


| Mr. CLARK. I object to that bill. 
| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
| interposed, it lies over, under the order ofthe day. 


JOUN P. BROWN. 
The bill (S. No. 271) for the relicf of John P. 


Brown was read a second time, and considered as 
| in Committee of the Whole. It directs the Sec- 
_rétary of the Treasury to pay to John P. Brown, 
late principal interpreter of the Turkish language 
to the United States legation at Constantinople, 
for his services as chargé d’affaires of the United 
States at that court, from the 11th of April, 1838, 
to the 19th of July, 1839, from the 30th of July, 
1852, to the 5th of July, 1853, and from the 19th 
of December, 1853, to the 3lst of January, 1854, 
the sum of $4,674 15, it being the difference be- 
tween the salary of achargéd’affaires of the United 
States and the amount received by him as princi- 
pal interpreter during the three several periods 
named. 
'| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


| CHARLES E. ANDERSON. 
| 


The bill (S. No. 272) for the relief of Charles 
| E. Anderson was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Charles 
I. Anderson, late acting chargé d’affaires of the 
United States at Paris, the sum of $1,657 60, it 
being the amount of the difference between the 
salary received by him as secretary of legation at 
Paris, from the Ist of April to the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1837, and that allowed to a chargé d’affaires. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and read the third 
| time. ‘ 
|. Mr. GRIMES. I object to the passage of the 
| bill. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 


ing made, it lies over, under the order of the day. 
| J. E. MARTIN. 
' 


The bill (S. No. 273) for the relief of the legal 
|| representatives of J. KE. Martin was read a second 
|| time and considered asin Committee of the Whole. 
| It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
|| the legal representatives of John Eccles Martin, 


| 
' 


| late acting consul of the United States at Lisbon, 
| for diplomatic services rendered by himas chargé 
|| d’affaires at that place from the recall of Mr. at? 
‘| 19th of July, 1850, to the arrfal of Mr. Haddock, 
his successor, 15th June, 1851, a period of ten 
months and twenty-seven days, being one half of 
the salary of a chargé d’affaires, and in full for all 
such service for the period named, $2,042 12. 

Mr. MASON. Itseems to me there is a dis- 

| crimination made between these claims—not de- 

signed, lam sure—under the rule or understanding 

that has been adopted, that when an objection is 
| made a bill shall go over. Now, there were two 
bills which I reported from the Committee on For- 
cign Relations, and after the report was read in 
, the ease of one, and perhaps in the other, an ob- 
| jection was made. Both of them are cases based 
_upon the strict precedent of the Senate; and al- 
though [ do not question the right or duty of the 
honorable Senator, in his own judgment, to make 
the objection, yet, if it is made in this way, with- 
out the objection being stated, it produces a dis- 
| crimination which [ think ought not to be made; 
and unless it is withdrawn I shall feel it my duty 
to move that the Senate adjourn, to avoid this 
discrimination. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will state to the Senator and 
the Senate the reason why I interposed an objec- 
tion te the last bill. The first one—the one to 
| which no objection was made—was to pay the 

difference between the salaries of chargé and sec- 
retary during the years 1857and 1858. This @se 
of John P. Brown isa recent case. The other 


case—the one to which I did object—was to pay 
the difference between the salaries in the years 
1836 and 1837—twenty-four years ago; and not 
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